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February 6, 2010


We had 30 people come to the meeting this month.  It was truly great seeing Sue and Pete again - it has been awhile.  Tyler introduced his "girlfriend" Michelle who rides her own bike.  And, Kevin and Kim came back for their second meeting with us.

Gary called for any changes or corrections to the January 2010 minutes.  Since there were none, Gary asked for a motion to accept the minutes.  Lance made the motion to accept the minutes and it was seconded by Amy.  The motion carried.    

Bonnie gave us her treasurer’s report.  She reported that we made $504.84 on the January coffee stop program.  We paid out $37 for coffee pot rental to Corki, $50 for supplies to Jerry, and $5 for supplies to Mona.  We have a balance of $1,114.22.  De motioned that we accept the treasurer's report and Lance seconded it.  The motion carried.  

Terry won the 50/50 of $47.  We had added drawings for 2 STAR hats donated by Red (they are really great hats).  Lance won one of them (of course, Lance has a thing about winning hats) and Jerry won the other.  They both looked very cool in their new hats.  

OLD BUSINESS

Last month, Gary reported that he had scheduled an officers' meeting on January 23rd.  All of the officers except Corki (I was in New Orleans checking out the Saints fever that was developing).  Gary reported back that the officers discussed new ideas for improving camaraderie.  The officers thought that getting business cards made up with Chapter information - meeting place and times, and our website - as a great way to get more people into our Chapter.  The business cards would cost around $50 for several hundred.  There was a lot of agreement among the Chapter members but no formal motion was made.  Gary will come back next month with more information about the business cards.

The officers also talked about the need to commit to our charity earlier than we have the past couple of years (waiting until Christmas).  Gary suggested that we find a charity we can get involved with more than just at Christmas time.  Maybe something we can do in the summer.  Melinda is looking into a couple of ideas and may have something for us to talk about at our next meeting.  Gary also invited everyone to make suggestions for the group to consider.  Jim suggested we look into the local Boys and Girls Clubs, Kathi suggested the Olympia Senior Center.  (I only worry that if we show up at the Senior Center, they may not let some of us leave again being that we are seniors).  Red's niece is active with the Boys and Girls Club and he will try to get more information for us.  Gary also reminded us how the dealership hosted a ride and lunch with a local nursing home for a couple of years that was very rewarding for the nursing home residents and for those of us who rode and visited.

Then the officers talked about some sort of traveling trophy that would be given to visitors from other chapters (whichever chapter had the most visitors showing up at a meeting) and then Chapter 323 would have to return the visit in order to get the trophy back.  It would be an excuse to meet and greet with other chapters.  Sid suggested that we call it a boomerang trophy because the point would be to get it to come back to Chapter 323.  Pam suggested we use the "naked chicken" but dress it with a STAR vest.  Michelle volunteered Tyler to come up with a wooden plaque that we could use.  

The officers also talked about the idea of holding unofficial rides (friends instead of a sanctioned ride) that would start at the dealership during the week - like on a Wednesday or Thursday - and ending someplace to get a taco or burger.  This would be a great way to interact with the dealership and to possibly recruit added members for the Chapter.  We would welcome all bike types.

Finally, the officers set the date for the 2010 Christmas party - December 11th.  The location has yet to be determined - any volunteers.  Of course, we all thought David and Lorraine should think about it since they will be in their new house.  I could see the memory of marshmallows on Pam and Jim's ceiling a couple of years ago flash through Lorraine's eyes - as she made it clear she wasn't prepared to commit.

The final date for the Chapter picnic is still up in the air - seems like most weekends in August are already booked for folks - seems that folks do have other things, like family, to do in the summer!!


OFFICERS’ REPORTS

Webmaster De has been working on the website - bringing officer information and pictures up to date.  She is still working with Rob to get pictures posted.  We all know she is kidding but she did throw out the invite if anyone else is interested in taking over the website next year - she will have done it for 2 years.  It takes effort to keep the webpage current and up to date.

De is adding a couple of added pages for the webpage along with the updated officers - they are road captains and ride details.

De still needs more pictures of our rides.

Gary reported that Mona has agreed to do a dealer bulletin board with ride pictures, etc for some added exposure through the dealer.  Gary reminded everyone that he or Jerry needs to review any materials that would be posted at the dealership - that is no naked cowboys.

SAA Tyler said he has ride waivers from most members.  He did hand out a sheet and asked members to put their STAR expiration date.  This is something else that needs to be tracked.  If you were not at the meeting, you might want to send you STAR information to Tyler.

LOS Amy said the ladies do have an event coming up in mid-March.  It will be a day at the tattoo parlor for anyone interested (in getting one or just visiting for the afternoon).  Of course, everyone had to jump into a pool about when Jerry will finally get his tattoo.  He was very clear that he is thinking about getting one NEVER.

Amy also asked if there is anyone in the Chapter who would take over managing the forum (Delphi) for Karl.  His workload in Iraq is making it difficult for him to keep up on the forum.  The Chapter agreed to take on the $50/year fee for the forum.  Lance volunteered to do the forum.

Safety Jim reported that he has been looking into the motorcycle laws in adjoining states and Canada.  He said that several of the states require proof of liability insurance even though Washington doesn't require liability insurance for motorcycles.  He asked for a volunteer to ride down into Oregon without proof of insurance just to see if Oregon will really impound your bike.  Geeze, I can't understand why no one jumped at that idea.

He said several states are also looking into restricting ape-hangers, modified tailpipes,  and colored side lights.  He did say that Canada requires proof of liability insurance that is valid in a foreign country.

Vet Rep Joe is looking into ways for us to visit or participate in veteran events during the upcoming ride season.  He is looking into things for veterans and for active military, such as going onto base for museum visits or other important events.  He is also looking into joining a ride for Brothers In Arms.

Historian Kathi said she is still finishing up the 2009 album so if anyone has any pictures from last year be sure to get them to her.  She has an album for 2010 and will be starting it by taking pictures of the current officers.  She is currently still in her foot cast so is reminding everyone to take pictures on rides.

Finally, Gary called on our own VP Jerry.  Jerry had the Polar Bear patches for anyone who completed a one hour ride between Jan 1st and Jan 16th.  If you already have the patch, then Jerry and Bonnie had 2010 rockers to add to your patch.

Jerry handed out copies of the ride schedule - he had e-mailed it out earlier in the month.  He asked everyone to look over the schedule and let him know what you are interested in.  He will finalize the ride schedule after he gets feedback from folks.  Jerry will also be updating the ride schedule to add hotel information for our overnighters.    

The after-meeting ride will be about 1 1/2 hours ending officially at Dick's Brewery in Lewis County for lunch.  

Jerry has scheduled a meet-up breakfast on the 20th at 9 am at Hawks Prairie.  We will do some other activity after breakfast, like maybe a movie.  

Jerry explained that we use Hawks Prairie because they are able to accommodate a group our size.  Many other restaurants cannot handle 15 to 20 people coming in a single group.  

Lorraine raised a question about the Windy Ridge ride on the schedule.  She and David did the ride last year and found the road had collapsed.  They were told by the Forest Service that the road would likely not be repaired because of budget cuts.  Jerry will follow up.

Red suggested that Jerry check out the Yakima Canyon ride - he thinks there is a marathon or bicycle ride in the canyon on the same day.  He also asked us to finalize the date for the ride because the Portland chapter wants to meet us in Yakima for lunch.  Jerry will coordinate with Portland.

Jerry reminded us that the next coffee stop program will be the weekend of May 8th to 11th (Mother's Day).  He has already sent out the schedule sign up - and most of the day shifts are gone - most of the night shifts are still available.  I  know Jerry is just waiting to hear from you.

NEW BUSINESS

No new business was introduced.

ROUND TABLE

Gary got his bike back from the dealer and they did a great job.  Joe said he just ordered some new chrome for his bike but was looking for someone to pay for it - Kathi volunteered.

Gary reminded us to wear our vests and Chapter tee shirts.  Lorraine had on her Chapter sweatshirt - it looked great.

We adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
Corki Hirsch, Secretary
Chapter 323
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