ATTACHMENT “A”

SECTION “A”
CHAPTER BYLAWS


A.1	Chapter Name

The name of this organization shall be the Olympia, WA Chapter of STAR Touring & Riding Association, hereafter referred to as the Olympia, WA Chapter, or Chapter.

1. The Olympia, WA Chapter shall operate under the rules and regulations established within the International Chapter.  No Chapter bylaws shall supersede the International Charter. 
1. The Olympia, WA Chapter is a registered non-profit corporation in Washington State formed November 5, 2004. 
1. The Chapter has designated Bread and Roses as its local charity. 

A.2	Chapter Revenues

1. Olympia, WA Chapter does not collect or require any member to pay dues. 
1. All Chapter revenues come from donations, a monthly 50/50 drawing that is optional, the sale or chapter patches or pins, and other events sponsored by the Chapter.  All proceeds are held by the chapter Treasurer. 

A.3	Chapter Meetings

1. The Chapter meets on the first Saturday of each month. 
0. In the case of a date conflict (such as holidays), the chapter President may change the date of that meeting to the second Saturday of the month. 
1. Olympia, WA Chapter meets at Motorsports of Olympia – 6807 Martin Way E., Lacey, WA.  The meeting location has been offered by the local Yamaha/STAR dealership. 
1. Chapter meetings begin at 9 am with an organized ride immediately following the meeting. 
1. The chapter President may, from time to time, convene a meeting of his/her officers for the purpose of planning. 

A.4	Chapter Membership

1. All Chapter members must hold a current membership in the STAR Touring & Riding Association. 
0. Expired memberships, unbecoming conduct, or a violation of any charter/bylaw agreement shall be cause for the member’s suspension or permanent removal from the Chapter and all of its activities. 
1. Prospective members must join the STAR Touring & Riding Association upon the completion of their third chapter ride.  The prospective member must be voted into the Chapter by a simple majority vote of the members present at the time of the vote.  
0. Prospective members may include his/her spouse or partner as Chapter members at the same time.     
0. At the conclusion of 3 rides, the Shepherd shall report his/her observations and recommendation to the Sergeant at Arms.
0. The Sergeant at Arms shall make his/her recommendation to the chapter President at the first meeting following completion of their 3 rides.
0. The chapter President will call for a vote of the membership present at that regular meeting using paper ballots.  
0. The chapter President will collect the completed ballots, and will count the ballots after the meeting.
0. The chapter President will first notify the prospective member whether he/she has been accepted by majority vote.  
0. The chapter President will announce the results of the membership vote at the next regular chapter meeting, and, if applicable, will introduce the new member.
1. Chapter members must participate in at least forty percent (40%) of the Chapter’s monthly meetings/rides calculated at the point in time of that calendar year (January – December).  Non-participation, without just cause, may result in the member’s relegation to an associate member status.  Association members are entitled to all privileges of membership, excluding the right to vote or hold office. 
2. For purposes of computing the 40% participation rate, chapter members will be credited for unavoidable absences such as military duty, work, or illness.  Credit will not be given for absences deemed as within the control of the chapter member. 
2. For purposes of computing the 40% participation rate, chapter members will be credited for participation on make-up rides or events. 

A.5	Membership Rights

1. Only adult members in good standing will be allowed to vote on chapter issues.  Good standing means the chapter member is a paid-up member of the STAR Touring & Riding Association and has participated in at least 40% of chapter meetings, events, and rides. 
1. Members must adhere to the “chain of command” on all chapter issues.  For purposes of explanation, the “chain of command” shall be as follows:  Sergeant at Arms>Vice-President>President>State Director>Regional Director>International Director>National Sergeant at Arms>International President>International Board of Directors.  It there is an issue regarding any officer within the “chain of command” the member can go directly to the State Director or Regional Director. 
1. Any grievance between members, or between the members and Chapter, shall be directed to the chapter President by “chain of command”.  The chapter President shall convene the chapter Board of Trustees to deliberate on the grievance. 

A.4	Officers

1. Olympia, WA Chapter will elect officers each year. 
0. Officer nominations will be made at the November meeting. 
0. Officer elections will be held in December. 
0. Only active members present at the meeting are eligible to vote. 
0. Voting will be done by ballot.  Ballots will be counted and results will be announced at the December meeting. 
0. Officers will serve annual terms from January through December of each year. 
1. Nominations will be for the President only. 
1. Each President nominated shall name his/her Vice-President running mate. 
1. Only active members may serve as President. 
1. Olympia, WA Chapter will vote at the December meeting.  
1. The President-elect will select his/her own officers as Secretary Treasurer, Sergeant At Arms, LOS Representative, and Veteran’s Representative.  These positions will constitute the Olympia, WA Chapter officers. 
3. Additional chapter positions for safety, historian, photographer, and/or webmaster may be recruited by the President.  These positions do not serve as officers. 

A.5	Removal or Suspension

1. Olympia, WA Chapter may suspend or permanently remove any current member for unbecoming conduct or a violation of the chapter charter or bylaws.
0. The chapter’s Board of Trustees makes decisions about the suspension or removal of any current members.
1. The chapter’s Board of Trustees is made up of five (5) members being the chapter President, Vice-President, Sergeant at Arms, LOS Representative, and one additional member designated by the chapter President at the time the Board of Trustees is convened.
1. In the case, one or more Board of Trustees is not available, then the chapter President, or Vice-President in the President’s absence, shall appoint alternative members to the Board of Trustees.
1. In every case, the chapter Board of Trustees must include at least three (3) of the chapter officers named above.  That is, there cannot be more than two (2) substitutes for a Board of Trustees meeting.
1. The Board of Trustees must reach their decision by a “majority” vote, and furnish the member with a written explanation of their findings and decision.  The decision must be signed by all of the Board of Trustees in attendance.  All decisions of the Board are final.
2. The written notification will be sent to the member within 72 hours.  The decision will be sent by certified mail with the receipt returned.  The chapter President will ensure the letter is delivered to the Post Office.
2.   A copy of the decision, an explanation, and copies of any supporting documentation or witness statements must be sent to STAR Touring & Riding Association International.

A.5.1	Appeals of Board of Trustees Decisions

1. A member in good standing may appeal a removal decision to the International Executive Board based on one or more of the following: 
0. Bias 
0. Failure of chapter Board of Trustees to follow chapter bylaws 
0. Specific mitigating facts. 
1. Appeals must be made in writing and sent to:  “STAR Touring & Riding Associaiton Office of the President – Confidential”.  Decisions of the Executive Board are final and binding. 

A.6	Official Events

1. The chapter President must submit his/her approval on all chapter events and chapter rides before they can be considered “Official Events”. 
1. Official events are ended only when the chapter President or chapter officer or Ride Captain issues a declaration that the event is over. 
1. A short debriefing gathering will be held at the end of all rides at a location to be determined by the Road Captain.  At this time, it must be made clear to all riders that the ride is ended. 

A.7	Chapter Rockers

1. Chapter rockers are the property of Olympia, WA Chapter and must be returned if a member leaves the chapter.  Chapter rockers must be obtained through the chapter President. 

1. Back patches must be obtained directly from the STAR Touring & Riding Association.  Periodically, the Chapter may make a bulk back patch order if there are enough new members to warrant it. 

1. Chapter patches and pins will be available from the chapter Treasurer. 

1. Olympia, WA Chapter does not ask its members to wear any patches or rockers.  It is personal choice. 

A.8	Chapter By-Laws

Olympia, WA Chapter by-laws will be read each year at the same time the annual charter is reviewed and then approved by a simple majority vote of the Chapter members present at the time of the vote.  

