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April 3, 2010


Considering the cold and dreary weather going on right now, it was pretty bold of 23 brave souls to come to our meeting today - notably David was here from England (grumping because we couldn't ride -  but everyone assured him Lorraine has been making good use of his bike while he is out of the country).  We had one guest who is checking us out - Eric Rhetta is relocating from Sacramento and had been communicating with Gary.   Gary also recognized Jim G looking well after his recent "valve job" and Brent who is doing well in his therapy.  We were very glad to see them doing so well.  We also acknowledged Chuck Hill who will be having surgery next week. 

Gary called for any changes or corrections to the March 2010 minutes and then asked for a motion to accept.  Julie made the motion and it was seconded by Amy.  The motion carried.    

Treasurer Bonnie is back from her travels (as Gary said making a much better looking treasurer than her stand-in from last month - Jerry).  Bonnie reported we currently have $1,199.22 after last month's 50/50.  We owe Mona $50 for the bulletin.  Pam made the motion to accept the treasurer's report and it was seconded by Jerry.  The motion carried.        

Tammy won the 50/50 of $37; Brent won some pretty amber colored liquid refreshments donated by Jerry; and, Pam won the magazine.  Pam did try to negotiate an exchange with Brent who was having none of it. 

OLD BUSINESS

Gary passed around Chapter business cards donated to us by The Shoppers Weekly in Shelton.  They did a very good job putting together great looking business cards for us to use as we are out this summer when folks ask about us.  If you have any printing needs be sure to contact Jeff at jeff@shoppersweekly.com .

We are still looking for pictures to post on our website.  We haven't had many new pictures showing up lately.  Gary again asked if anyone is interested in helping De with the website, especially posting pictures.  We found out that Eric (the new guy) is in IT and may be a natural fit for our web site.  Gary also reminded everyone to use our website - and the links to our forum and other sites.   

Tyler has crafted a wood chicken for our new traveling trophy.  He is still thinking about how to mount it on a stand AND we need to have a plaque made to put onto the trophy.  Gary will get with Tyler about wording for the plaque.  If you have any ideas - something goofy - be sure to send your ideas to Gary quickly.
  
Gary said we still need to talk about selecting our charity for 2010 but postponed any discussion until next month since Melinda wasn't available this month.  Melinda has been working on a recommendation for the Chapter.  But remember if you have a recommendation/idea, be sure to bring it forward to the Chapter.

Auburn Honda has taken over Federal Way Yamaha and has contacted Gary about their grand opening event over the next couple of weeks.  They invited the Chapter to come up next Saturday (April 10th) and mull around and eat hot dogs.  It is supposed to be a nice weekend so Jerry has added it as a makeup ride (more in his report).

OFFICERS’ REPORTS

VP Jerry said today's ride was cancelled due to weather - geeze, no kidding.  I do need to report that Sid came ready to ride in his rain gear.  He should get extra points for being the only bike at the meeting today.

The makeup ride next Saturday will start at the dealership at 10 am.  We will ride up to the Federal Way rest stop and meet up with Renton and northern riders for a quick trip into Federal Way Yamaha.  Jerry plans for us to ride out to Greenwater after.

Jerry said we have all of our May coffee stop weekend shifts filled but Brent is alone for his 2am - 8am shift on Sunday.  Terry said he has a conflict - his fire chief is retiring and the party is on Saturday night during his shift.  There was a lot of horse trading going on across the room and I think everything got covered.  Jerry was taking good notes and will send out an updated schedule to reflect the changes.  

Jerry reminded everyone to get their hotel reservations made if they are thinking about any of the overnighters on the ride schedule.  We took a show of hands and it looks like several have made reservations - even Jerry has made his early this year.  Remember that you can cancel if you cannot make the ride but if you wait too long then rooms may not be available.  

That lead into the next question from Jerry.  Apparently several Chapter members think the one day ride to Leavenworth on June 19th might be too much of a push.  Jerry asked if we would like to make it an overnight trip keeping in mind that we have an overnighter on June 26th - the very next weekend.  By a show of hands, Jerry is keeping the Leavenworth trip as a one day over and back.  Pam is checking out a lunch place idea and will get back to Jerry with details.  

Jerry reminded us that:

May 15th is the annual veterans appreciation ride out to the Old Soldiers' Home in Orting.  We will meet up with at the Roy "Y" - and with Renton for the ride to Orting.

August 22nd (Sunday) riders will be escorting the 9-11 twin beams from Spokane to Bremerton.  The beam will be used for a special 9-11 memorial in Bremerton.  Sandra Collins sent out the initial message and will continue to update us on the trip.  Jerry will pass information along to everyone.   This is the same weekend that the NW SAR BQ is scheduled for Prosser even though we don't have any registration or hotel information yet.

August 15th is the 3rd annual Wyatt Wilson memorial ride with proceeds going to the Ronald McDonald house.  No one has yet indicated that they are planning on riding.  We have a flyer if anyone is interested.

August 1st is a memorial ride for fallen officers in Lakewood.  This ride hasn't yet been finalized but Jerry will get information to everyone as soon as he learns it.

May 22nd is the Jim Schermerhorn Memorial Poker Ride put on by Chapter 154 out of Skagit Powersports.  

June 11th - 14th is the Hell's Canyon motorcycle rally.  Tyler, Joe, and Chuck are planning on attending.  Tyler said the hotels/motels in the area are full so the guys are planning on throwing down their sleeping bags.  If you are interested in the trip, contact Tyler.

Jerry gave Vet Rep Joe's report since he and Kathi were unable to attend today.  The Lakewood City Council will proclaim April 2010 as "Welcome Home Vietnam Veterans Month" at   the next regular council meeting (7 pm on April 5th at the City Hall) and has invited Vietnam veterans and friends of Vietnam veterans from Lakewood and beyond.  Refreshments will be served after the proclamation. 

SAA Tyler said everyone is up to date with their waivers.  Tyler asked if he should ask former members to return their Chapter rockers.  Remember you are only renting the rockers - they stay with the Chapter if you leave/resign.  After some discussion, we agreed Tyler should send an e-mail asking for the rockers but not make an issue out of it.  Fred reported Chuck offered some riding gear (jacket, chaps, helmet) since he and Claudia have sold their bike and won't be getting back into riding.  

LOS Amy said 5 Chapter ladies and 2 guests met for lunch and a trip to the tattoo parlor last month.  Another ladies lunch is scheduled for April 24th with a follow up trip to the tattoo parlor for the 5 ladies who got tattoos.  She also passed out information for race for the cure in Seattle on June 6th.  At this point, we also noted Terry got a new tattoo and it has been added to our tattoo book.

Safety Jim raised the issue that as our Chapter has grown - we are getting as many as 20 bikes on some of our ride - maybe even more in the summer months.  We need to start thinking about how to handle the size of our group on the roads.  One suggestion is to limit the size of each "group" riding through town with more than one road captain and then meet up again once we get out of the urban areas.  We also talked about the value/use of GPS's on our rides.  

Historian Kathi was absent - no report.

Webmaster De said the earlier discussion about posting of the pictures on the website was all she had to report.  

Secretary Corki has updated information for the member directories.  She will have the pages to pass out at the next meeting.  Corki also reminded the Chapter to think about whether they want to do another coffee rest stop function in the future.  There was group discussion about whether covering 24-hours was worth the money we brought in for donations.  Donations have been decreasing as the economy has gotten tighter.  We also talked about other ideas for raising money.  Nothing was settled - there will be more discussion out at future meetings.

DEALERSHIP

No report from the dealership.  Eric did ask if we could recommend someone to work on his bike damaged in the move from California.  Someone went over and got Alex and said "here is the guy you need to talk to".

NEW BUSINESS

No new business was introduced.

ROUND TABLE

Gary reported he and Dennis rode down the beach last weekend and it was great.

Gary also said friends are getting together next Friday night at 7 pm at El Sarape in West Olympia to celebrate birthdays - Tammy, Pam, Melinda, and Joe.  This is not a club function but just friends meeting up.

CORRECTION:  Mona created a wonderful collage inside a large frame representing Chapter 323 - with patches, a group picture, the officers, our mission statement, and much more.  Mona was really creative so check it out.  The dealer gave us wall space next to the bulletin board by the service desk to hang it.  It will really catch the attention of people who might be interested in joining us.  The dealer also gave us space on the bulletin board so we can post pictures of our rides.  We are public now.  

Everyone needs to have ICE information on their person/bikes during the upcoming riding season.  Lorraine made up stickers to put on our helmets.  If you need stickers, let Jerry know.

Check out Tyler's bad biker pictures on facebook.

Respectfully submitted,
Corki Hirsch, Secretary
Chapter 323
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