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May 2, 2009
We started out our pre-meeting chatter with a “what the heck happened to the weather” after some 70 degrees on Friday and then cold-raining on Saturday.  That great big Road Captain in the sky was just determined to wreck our ride after this meeting.  Of course, Dragon showed up on his bike but we all know he doesn’t even add sleeves until the temp gets down into the 30s.  Karl and Amy also came ready to ride but weren’t surprised when Jerry announced the ride was cancelled.
We had 23 members including Tyler who was returning for his third meeting with us and Julie Watz who has been missing because her husband was injured in a work-related accident.  We are all glad that he is back to work and doing better.  
Red Elder who lives in Federal Way came to check us out after visiting other chapters around including Renton.  Red said his wife also loves to ride – she would fit in well with all of us ride-lovers.  
Jim and Pam came looking tan and rested after their trip last month to Laughlin NV.  Travis was back from his trip down to San Diego.      
Lance called for changes or corrections for the April minutes – there were no changes or corrections.  Julie moved we accept the minutes and Gary seconded it.  The motion carried.  
Bonnie was back in the saddle and said her back is doing much better.  She gave us her treasurer’s report – the chapter has $1,457.18 after last month’s 50/50 and buying some patches.    Karl moved we accept the treasurer’s report and Pam seconded it.  The motion carried.  
Sid won the 50/50 for $35.  There were additional drawings – Gary won a chapter tee-shirt (XL); Dan won the latest Rider mag (Dona said more reading materials for the throne room).  
OLD BUSINESS
There was no old business.

 
NEW BUSINESS
Lance brought forward a question about whether Chapter 323 would like to purchase a custom awning (10’ x 10’).  He was contacted by the person who would make the awning – it would have the STAR logo on the top and Chapter 323 logo on the bottom.  There was a group discussion about when we might use an awning AND then a discussion about how we would transport it.  While the awning might have some limited use for us, like for shade at event, it would be difficult for anyone to carry on their bike.  It would almost certainly need to be carried by car.  
During this discussion, we talked about how difficult the chapter banner is to carry by bike.  The chapter decide not to buy the awning.
Sandy Collins’ (Chapters 147 and 350) brother, Wolfman Chuck Darneille, recently passed away.  He was an avid rider (Boss Hog) with the Tacoma Chapter of ABATE.  He will be interned on Monday May 11th at the Tahoma National Cemetery in Kent following a motorcycle procession from Tuell-Mckee Funeral Home (2215 6th Ave, Tacoma 98403).  The procession will leave at 1 pm sharp and arrive at Tahoma at 2:15.  Riders will come from ABATE, STAR, Patriot Guard, and others not affiliated with groups.  Everyone is welcome.  
OFFICERS’ REPORTS
VP Jerry announced that the ride after the meeting was cancelled due to rain.  BUT, next Saturday is supposed to be nice so he has scheduled a make-up ride – pre-Mother’s day ride – Jerry will send out details.  The ride will be up Hood Canal to the rhodie nursery at Brinnon.  It should be fun watching all of guys trying to get those “flowers” on their bikes for “mom”.
Then on May 16th, Gary and Tammy will captain a ride to the Maritime Museum.  We are meeting at the gas station at Little Creek Casino by Shelton with departure time at 10:00 am.  Jerry reminded everyone to be gassed up (well your bike tanks to be topped off) for the ride since Mona said the Belfair station where we usually get gas has closed.  Bring a sack lunch – Gary plans lunch at Twanoha State Park and then a ride around Stretch Island.
For our Memorial Weekend 3-day ride to The Dalles, OR, we will meet at the Grand Mound Shell station at 9 am – departing about 9:30.  We are riding straight to The Dalles motel for an early check-in (probably just dropping off our gear) and then will do our local day riding from there.  Lance has promised us some of that gooood pizza we experienced last year.  If you are planning on the ride, but haven’t made your reservations – it is:  Cousin’s Country Inn at 1-800-848-9378 or 541-298-5161.  Rooms with 1 bed (queen or king) are $71.10 + tax and rooms with 2 beds (queens) are $80.10.  Be sure to mention your AARP membership if you have one.
Jerry also shared that Chapter 350 is planning their annual ride to the Old Soldiers’ Home at Orting.  Meet at the Roy “Y” park and ride before 9:30 am (reminder to bathrooms at the park and ride) for a 10 am departure.  Everyone is being asked to bring snacks, cookies, liquid hand soaps, dvds, paper, pens/pencils, magazines, tee-shirts, or anything that might brighten the day for “old soldiers”.  If you are interested and want more information, contact Lyle Lessard at ugotlyle@q.com
Jerry will be ordering more Chapter tee shirts so if you are interested, please let him know right away.  The shirts are navy blue with our logo, and STAR motorcycle logo, and the shop.  The short sleeved shirts are about $20 and the long sleeved shirts about $21.  Jerry got more than 6 shirts orders at the meeting so he is ready to go.  
In mid-March, Jerry sent out a ride plan and names of motels for the ride to Billings.  Leave on Sunday, July 19th and stay in a Motel 6 Sunday night in Clarkston (509-758-1631).  Monday ride through Idaho and stay in the Fairmont Hot Springs Resort (1-800-332-3272).  The use of the hot springs is included in the room rate but not the use of the water slide.  To get the $109/night rate be sure to mention you’re with Star Touring and Riding.  Tuesday we ride the last 223 miles from Butte to Billings on the freeway to hopefully make Billings by noon/1pm on Tuesday.
Gary and Tammy, and Mona and Larry are not staying at the Fairmont Hot Springs so if you are interested in diverting on the second day with them, please contact Gary for more information about where they are staying.
We are spending just one night out on the ride home for those coming straight back  – Jerry will be sending out information about where the group will be staying.  Watch for it.
Jerry also said he and Lance have gotten another e-mail from Richard Gibson (our State representative) that they are still looking for volunteers to help out in Billings.  If you are interested, please let Jerry know and he will forward it to Richard.
Reservation information for the NW Star BQ (Medford) on August 14th & 15th is the Medford Ramada Inn - call at 1-800-779-7829 or 541-779-3141 and mention Star BQ block of rooms.  The single King bed is $54 per night and the double Queen beds is $63 per night.  We will be riding to Medford on Thursday, August 13th checking into the hotel.  So make your reservations for August 13th, 14th and 15th.   We will be riding back on Sunday, August 16th.
The 6th Annual Don Blair Memorial Poker Run will be held on Sunday June 28th with registration at 9 am at The Brothers Powersports in Bremerton.  All of the proceeds will be donated to Camp SeaStar Children’s Refuge.  Single riders are $20 and two-up are $25. This is not planned as a 323 ride but there is a BBQ after.  
Chapter 154 has planned a multi-chapter ride for Saturday August 8th.  Jerry passed out the itinerary (copy attached) but the jest is that we would meet up with the group at the Tacoma Dome park and ride and proceed over to Renton RMC.  We would ultimately end up back in Burlington for a BBQ between 4 pm and 6 pm.  Jerry pointed out that it would be a long ride back on that Saturday night (probably not getting back to Olympia area until 9 or 9:30 pm).  He asked the question about whether we would be interested in over-nighting in the Burlington or Anacordes area and ride back on Sunday.  If you are interested, let Jerry know.
Jerry also reminded us of the poker run for Jim Schermerhorn’s family on May 31st.  Pam is doing the ride so if you are interested, contact her about the time and location.
Jerry passed out copies of “10 Ways to Save Your Ride”.  I have attached a scanned copy.
SAA David and Vet Rep Karl had nothing to report this month.  
LOS Lorraine said Melinda did send of the 323 recipes to STAR International.  The STAR cookbooks will be available at Billings and then will be for sale thru the STAR mall.  Lorraine was asked if she or some of us would be interested in handling a sale of the cookbooks at the NW STAR BQ at Medford.  We don’t want the responsibility of the books and transporting them so we will be declining.  
Lorraine also said the quilting group meeting would be meeting on Sunday May 3rd at Mona’s house.  
Historian Melinda said she has been adding pictures to our 2009 album.  She brought the 2007 album to Julie to take to STAR DAZE – Julie has the 2008 and will bring it also.
Webmaster De was unable to be at the meeting because she, Christa, and Murphy are moving into their new home this weekend.
Safety Fred introduced a group discussion via Mona about group riding safety.  The group discussion covered the roles of road captain, shepherd, and tail gunner; pre-ride briefings; and, the STAR rules for group riding.  We also talked about how the skill, judgment, and reactions of the riders effect situations.  Everyone should have received copies of the STAR rules for group riding when they came into Chapter 323 – it is part of the new member packet.  
DEALER
Mike joined us to tell us that there will be an open house at the dealership on June 16th – everyone is invited.  We had a great time last year – the food was great and the time spent with friends was terrific.  
The New Market Skills Center in Tumwater (7299 New Market St. SW, Olympia 98501) is holding an open house on Thursday May 7th for their automotive program.  They are asking us to bring in our bikes for the event from 5:30 pm to 8 pm.  “All bikes are welcome they just need to be flashy and LOUD”.  Contact Dave Boos at 570-4452 or Mark Emmons at 570-4459 if you can attend.  Copies attached.
ROUNDTABLE
There were no roundtable discussion items.  Lance adjourned the meeting.   
Respectfully submitted,
Corki Hirsch, Secretary
Chapter 323
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