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July 11, 2009


We had 21 members and guests at our meeting.  The sun was shining and we set up our chairs outside.  That way, the dealership didn’t have to move any of their stock to make room for us.  Joe Miller and Linda Elder (Red’s wife) were with us for their first meeting.  We sure hope they come back again.

Lance called for any changes or corrections to the June 2009 minutes.  There were none.  De moved that we accept the minutes as sent out and Tyler seconded it.  The motion carried.  I thanked Lorraine for taking over the minutes in June and then hit her with “can you do August too”.  She agreed.  [It is always great asking in front of the whole group.]

Bonnie gave us her treasurer’s report – the chapter has $1,383.18 after last month’s 50/50 of $20, selling $24 of pins and patches, and paying out $154 for materials and supplies for the quilt being donated for auction at STAR DAZE.  Corki moved we accept the treasurer’s report and Julie seconded it.  The motion carried.  

Tammy won the 50/50 for $37.  There were additional drawings – Dan won a 2-for-1 coupon from the RAM, and Karl won a huge bottle of whiskey donated by Jerry.  

OLD BUSINESS

Lance announced that the Chapter is welcoming Tyler, Travis and Melinda, and Dan and Dona as our newest members.  Hurray.  

NEW BUSINESS

Lance got a message from Ray Smith of Oregon Chapter 253 – the host for the NW STAR BQ in August.  Well, most of us have made our hotel reservations but it seems we forgot to register for the STAR BQ.  Chapter 253 is getting a wee bit nervous about what seems to be a very low turnout for the event.  Lance passed out registration forms – remember that you get a price break if you register by July 15th.  Chapter 253 has selected the Boy Scouts of America for their charity.  [As the mom of an Eagle Scout – I think this is great.]  

It looks like the Medford Chapter has planned some really cool events for us – including lots of vendors, the STAR demo truck with lots of models, a ride around Crater Lake on Friday, show & shine, and other escorted rides on Friday and Saturday.

We are meeting at the Grand Mound Shell Station [they are beginning to think of us as “regulars”] at 9 am on Thursday August 13th and riding straight down I-5.  Fred and I are leaving after our dog kennel opens so we will catch up with the group for lunch.

OFFICERS’ REPORTS

LOS Lorraine announced that many of the gals from Chapter 323, working under the guidance of Mona, were able to put together a very cool quilt that will be auctioned off at STAR DAZE in Billings next week.  The Chapter paid $154 for the materials so we are asking International to set a minimum bid at that level.  

Lorraine also announced the 1st annual Chapter 323 state park potluck.  The potluck will be at Millersylvania park at 1 pm.  Bring chairs and lawn games (darts, bad-minton).  Lorraine and others will get there early to stake out a picnic area for us.  Gary moved that the Chapter purchase the plates/silver and drinks.  De seconded the motion and it carried.

VP Jerry shared stories about the July 5th ride down to Grays River area, through Raymond, and back to Olympia.  We had 5 bikes.  The weather was outstanding, traffic wasn’t too bad on the back roads, and lunch was an event in and of itself.  

Jerry announced today’s ride Captain is Gary and he will hold the ride briefing after the meeting.  The ride is around parts of Mason and Grays Harbor counties.  After the ride, Fred will lead everyone back to Fred and Corki’s for a BBQ lunch.

Jerry also briefly went over the Billings ride coming up on the 19th through 26th.  The chapter is meeting at the Grand Mound Shell (what else).  We also have members who are meeting up in Packwood or not leaving until Monday.  Dragon is doing his own run and is leaving on Friday – I missed what all it included.  The Grand Mound and Packwood groups are meeting up in Clarkston for the night and ride together for part of Monday.  

Since we are not all riding together, we agreed to meet in the lobby of the host hotel at 6 pm on Tuesday for dinner together.  Julie also reminded us all to bring your glasses (if you were in Post Falls last year you know about the glasses), squirt guns, and she will be handing out lighted “clappers”.  We are going to have fun at the banquet this year, guys.  Everyone kidded Gary about packing his battery operated blender he bought at auction last year in Post Falls.  [Note that Julie tried to pass out the clappers at our meeting but we reminded her that she will have her car so she will bring them and pass them out at STAR DAZE.]

Most of us are riding the SWAMPAZZ ride on Wednesday – you may want to have some warm clothing for the ride.  Lorraine researched and passed out information about other rides in the area that we might consider for later in the week.  [We are going to have soooo much fun.]

On a more serious note, Jerry reminded everyone that the WA State Patrol is checking for motorcycle endorsements (impounding bikes if you don’t have proper endorsement) and checking for DOT approved helmets.  Lance said the tickets for unapproved helmets are running between $100 and $200.  

Gary reminded everyone that it will be hot in Billings so bring (and wear) your sunscreen.  And, Bonnie passed out new cell phone cards (contacts in case of emergency).

Jerry reminded us that we have another overnight ride planned for August 29th and 30th to Forks.  In the past, we have stayed at the Dew Drop Inn but with the “Twilight” vampire craze in Forks these days the hotel prices (up over $100) have really gone up.  Jerry is going to check out other options.  

Jerry said he might plan another ride for August – but we pointed out that with the picnic, Medford, and Forks – we probably have enough going on in August already.

Historian Melinda brought the albums for Julie to take to STAR DAZE.  So, if anyone has pictures of our 2009 rides/event, please e-mail them directly to Julie.  She will add them to the album for Melinda.    

SAA David is in England right now so he had nothing to report.  Likewise, Vet Rep Karl and Safety Fred had nothing to report this month.  

Webmaster De reported that the webpage is up to date.  If you have any changes, corrections, or additional pictures – get them to De and she will make the changes.  De also reported that July is women rider month.  Way to go girls – our own month.  

DEALER

There was no report from the dealer this month.

ROUNDTABLE

De shared with us her experience working safety for a bike ride between Vancouver BC and Seattle that was held June 19th.  She said they asked her to help out and she had a great time doing it.  This is something that most of the longer bike rides ask for help doing.  They send the bikes ahead to help manage intersections – and keep the bicycle riders safe.  She suggested that it might be something the Chapter would like to look into for the future.

Jerry asked members if they would be interested in meeting at the Tenino speedway as a group to go to the races.  It looks like we have quite a bit of interest.  Jerry will follow up.

Red recently went to the High Sierra STAR BQ in Reno/Sparks.  He said he represented 323 very well – there were 24 chapters represented at the event.  Sounded like he had a great time.

Respectfully submitted,
Corki Hirsch, Secretary
Chapter 323
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