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January 10, 2009

We had a great turnout for our first 2009 meeting.  We had 27 members plus 2 potential new members – Kim and Jay Mason – who are friends of David and Lorraine.

We all missed Jerry at the meeting but Bonnie reported that he is doing quite well in his recovery.   In fact, Jerry’s sister is up visiting and we were all trying to get her telephone number.  She is cooking good healthy meals and organizing closets.  What a great sister to have.

Lance called for changes or corrections for the December minutes – there were none.  Fred made the motion to accept the minutes and De seconded it.  The motion carried.  
 
Bonnie gave us her treasurer’s report.  The Chapter has $1,676.01 after we donated $250 to the Old Soldiers’ Home at Orting.  Karl made a motion to accept the treasurer’s report and it was seconded by Fred.  The motion carried.  

Sue Inman won the 50/50 of $47.00.  Way to go Sue – that will help cover the cost of the trip back to Port Townsend.  

Lance introduced his slate of officers for 2009:  

	
	Lance – President
Jerry – Vice President
Bonnie – Treasurer
Corki – Secretary
David Hammond – Sergeant At Arms
	
	Karl Duckett – Veterans Rep 
Lorraine Hammond – Lady of Star Rep Fred – Safety 
Melinda Johnson – Historian 
De Richardson – Webmaster 



OLD BUSINESS

Jerry asked Lance to remind everyone that registration for STAR DAZE in Billings Montana opens on February 2nd.  If there are several hotels open for registration, we will send out an e-mail immediately to let everyone know which one is our first choice.

The ride for today was cancelled due to the weather and uncertainty about all of the road conditions.  Karl, De, and a few other hardy souls did take off for a short ride.  A meet-up has been set for next Saturday, Jan 17th, starting with breakfast at the Fort Lewis Golf Course at 9 am followed by a make-up ride.  This means that the polar bear date has been extended by two days.  Remember that the polar bear ride is 1 hour between Jan 1st and Jan 17th (officially 15th).  Sitting on your bike, whether the engine is running or not, inside the garage definitely does not count.  

Pam thanked everyone for stepping forward to help Chapter 350 cover their rest stop coffee programs at Scatter Creek scheduled for the first weekend in February.  She said she still has 1 shift to cover.  It is 8 pm to 2 am on Sunday night.  Please let Pam know if you are available for that shift.    

Melinda and Lorraine collected some recipes that were brought to the meeting for a Chapter 323 cookbook.  They also talked about adding pictures to the recipe book and how to make it available for sale with the Chapter designating the proceeds to a local charity.

NEW BUSINESS

The Descendents of ’51 motorcycle club is soliciting gently used clothing (warm) and kitchen supplies to donate to a church in the Rochester area.  These items will be distributed to victims of the floods south of Olympia.  They are collecting the items and plan to deliver them to DOA51 on Saturday January 17th.  DOA51 is planning on delivering their collections to the church on that Saturday.  You can read about this clothing drive on our Delphi forum website.  Use the forum if you have items you will donate.

Speaking of the Delphi forum, Karl announced that there was a huge increase in the number of visitors and over 200 message postings after our December 13th meeting.  He pointed out that the leader of the pack is Lance.  If you haven’t been using the forum, you really should try it.  You can link to the forum from our webpage.

Melinda has posted pictures and videos from Chapter 323 activities onto a webpage called photobucket.  You can get to the link for photobucket by going into the 4th message down (12 of 16) from Melinda to Karl.  For all of you who actually tried the hula hoops, I would suggest you don’t give this webpage link to your children or your parents.  You may never live it down.

The big agenda item for this meeting was the reading of our 2009 charter.  Readers were Terry, Jim Giffin, Karl, Gary, Jim Rose, Pete, Pam, Sid, and Dan.  Sid was the most animated and got a huge response to his rendition of page 8.  This is something we have to do every year – it is a good thing that it comes in January when we are generally weathered out of long after-meeting ride.  Following the reading of the charter, members signed it.

OFFICER REPORTS

VP Jerry wasn’t at the meeting.  We all look forward to his return at the February meeting.

Secretary Corki read 2 thank you notes from the Mom and 10 year old son from Family 15.  When she went down to BHR Recovery to deliver the gift cards from Larry and Mona, she actually had an opportunity to meet the Mom and to see pictures of her son.  She said that her son just won’t take off his hoodie.  This was a wonderful thing we did for these families.  A letter from the other family is coming in the mail.  

SAA David handed out the 2009 ride waivers to everyone at the meeting.  If you didn’t return yours or you missed the meeting, remember that you need to have your ride waiver before you make your first official ride.

Vet Rep Karl said he has been looking into some upcoming veteran-related rides, such as the wounded warrior ride.  He will have more information at the next meeting.

LOS Lorraine has worked through Karl to have an LOS subject set up on Delphi forum.  She will be posting items out there.  Be sure to check them out.  Additionally, she introduced some lady-related activities for the coming year.  We have already talked about the cookbook.  She is also planning for a Mother’s Day activity – where the guys will do the work.  And, we will begin recognizing birthdays.

LOS Lorraine also volunteered for David and herself to host the 2009 Christmas party.  David had a surprised look on his face – similar to the look Jim Rose had when Pam volunteered in 2007.  

Webmaster De said she needs more pictures.

Historian Melinda brought a notebook she has started for our 2009 record.  She also talked about the recipes that she and Lorraine are collecting for our cookbook.

ROUNDTABLE

Larry reminded us all that hydration (drinking water) is just as important in cold weather as it is in hot weather.  He and Mona rode one day last week when Larry was just getting over a cold and, because of getting de-hydrated, Larry relapsed.  Remember that shivering uses up a lot of energy and your body need fluids to shiver.

Jim Giffin said that Black Thursday will be Jan 22nd.  He thinks the event is at noon at the Capital.  Black Thursday is put on by ABATE to promote bikers’ rights.  Come if you are able – the event is open to all riders.

Lance adjourned the meeting.   

Respectfully submitted,
Corki Hirsch, Secretary
Chapter 323
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