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April 4, 2009
The day started out cold but clear and was warming up a bit by the time we started our meeting.  We had 19 members and 3 guests.  Tyler was returning for his second meeting with us.  Joe and Kathi Picanco were joining us for their first meeting.  Welcome aboard.  Jim showed up without Pam who was being interviewed by a local newspaper in Renton about their Renton chapter.  
Lance called for changes or corrections for the March minutes prepared by Julie in Corki’s absence (thank you Julie) – there were no changes or corrections.  Pete moved to accept the minutes and both De seconded it.  The motion carried.  
Jerry gave us the treasurer’s report since Bonnie was out with a sore back.  Bonnie will be glad to hear the “purse” didn’t intimidate Jerry even one little bit.  The Chapter has $1,420.18.  De moved to accept the treasurer’s report and Fred seconded it.  The motion carried.  
Jerry asked everyone to hang on to their 50/50 tickets after the drawing because he had some additional “door prizes” to hand out.  The door prizes turned out to be packages of some very nice chocolates plus the latest edition of RIDER magazine.  Corki won the 50/50 for $31.  The chocolates were won by Joe (you know the new guys almost always win something), Pete, and Julie.  Julie also won the magazine but turned it over to Lance.
I want to thank Fred for drawing my ticket for the 50/50 – and honestly we didn’t have it worked out ahead of time.  This is our first win in years and years.
OLD BUSINESS
Our first discussion item was the Chapter cookbook.  Melinda and Lorraine have been working to pull together a cookbook as a fund raiser for us but then we recently got notice from STAR National that they are putting together a cookbook – that will sell at STAR DAZE and then in the STAR Mall.  We had planned on selling our Chapter cookbook at STAR DAZE but cannot expect to compete with National.  Lorraine said the LOS website was asking for Chapters to submit their local recipes.  After a lot of floor discussion, we decided to forward the recipes collected so far and floor the idea of a Chapter cookbook this year.  [Travis said he was sure glad he hadn’t actually started any of the typing yet!]

NEW BUSINESS
Sue and Pete brought pins and patches from 403 - they are a very nice design.  If you are interested in either, please let Sue know.
OFFICERS’ REPORTS
VP Jerry reminded everyone to get registered for STAR DAZE in Billings in July.  It is likely that the convention hotel is full but there are lots of neighboring hotels.  
In mid-March, he sent out a ride plan and names of motels for the ride to Billings.  Leave on Sunday, July 19th and stay in a Motel 6 Sunday night in Clarkston (509-758-1631).  Monday ride through Idaho and stay in the Fairmont Hot Springs Resort (1-800-332-3272).  The use of the hot springs is included in the room rate but not the use of the water slide.  To get the $109/night rate be sure to mention you’re with Star Touring and Riding.  Tuesday we ride the last 223 miles from Butte to Billings on the freeway to hopefully make Billings by noon/1pm on Tuesday.
Jerry also said he and Lance have gotten an e-mail from Richard Gibson (our State representative) asking for volunteers to help out in Billings.  If you are interested, please let Jerry know and he will forward it to Richard.
Jerry also reminded us all to get registered for our Memorial Weekend 3-day ride to The Dalles, OR.  If you are planning on the ride, but haven’t made your reservations – it is:  Cousin’s Country Inn at 1-800-848-9378 or 541-298-5161.  Rooms with 1 bed (queen or king) are $71.10 + tax and rooms with 2 beds (queens) are $80.10.  Be sure to mention your AARP membership if you have one.
Reservation information for the NW Star BQ (Medford) on August 14th & 15th is the Medford Ramada Inn - call at 1-800-779-7829 or 541-779-3141 and mention Star BQ block of rooms.  The single King bed is $54 per night and the double Queen beds is $63 per night.  We will be riding to Medford on Thursday, August 13th checking into the hotel.  So make your reservations for August 13th, 14th and 15th.   We will be riding back on Sunday, August 16th.
Jerry will be ordering more Chapter tee shirts in a couple of weeks so if you are interested, please let him know.  The shirts are navy blue with our logo, and STAR motorcycle logo, and the shop.  Mona was wearing hers for us to see – not the cute one that Dona was wearing.  The short sleeved shirts are about $20 and the long sleeved shirts about $21.  Jerry needs at least 6 shirts to make up the order.
The 6th Annual Don Blair Memorial Poker Run will be held on Sunday June 28th with registration at 9 am at The Brothers Powersports in Bremerton.  All of the proceeds will be donated to Camp SeaStar Children’s Refuge.  Single riders are $20 and two-up are $25. This is not planned as a 323 ride but there is a BBQ after.  

 
Today’s after meeting ride is down through Yelm and Rainier to Tenino with lunch at Scotty B’s and then resume riding out through Centralia, Chehalis, and Napavine areas with the final stop being at our favorite DQ at Grand Mound.  They have our seats holding us.
If you have any corrections or revisions for the new 323 member directory, please let Corki know.  She will be adding the new members and making corrections to be handed out at our June meeting.  If you need a 323 member directory, please let Corki know.  
SAA David, Vet Rep Karl, and Safety Fred had nothing to report this month.  
LOS Lorraine said she has finally gotten onto the LOS website.  STAR Mall is liquidating its women’s apparel - stock is limited - but you might still find what you are looking for.  Apparently the sizing is running small so be sure to order larger sizes.  STAR is also asking for Chapters to bring their albums to STAR DAZE to put out for folks to see what we have been up to.  Lorraine and Melinda are taking care of this for us.  STAR has also asked us what charities we have supported/will be supporting – we all agreed we will do the adopt-a-families again as well as the Old Soldiers’ Home.  
Lorraine went on to tell us that the quilting group meeting at Mona’s house a couple of times each month is putting together a very cool looking motorcycle-themed quilt to donate at STAR DAZE.  Lorraine said everyone is having a lot of fun but that Mona can be quite the task master/drill sergeant.  She also said the women have all learned that 6” isn’t necessarily 6”.  I’m not sure how this relates in quilting but am willing to take their word for it.  
Then we all had fun when Lorraine told us that STAR is asking for donations of human hair.  The hair must be 12 inches long (sorry Dragon and Gary), and cannot be synthetic.  It will be used to make wigs for children who are undergoing cancer treatment.    
Historian Melinda said she is updating our album with text and titles.  She also reminded everyone to add their pictures to the forum and/or the webpage.  
Webmaster De said if you have anything to add to the webpage or see any changes that need to be made, be sure to let her know.   
Jerry had the new cell phone cards available for anyone who still needed them.
DEALER
John joined us and told everyone that Yamaha would have ATVs out at the Thurston ORV Park on Sunday from noon to 5 pm where folks could go out and test ride an ATV.  He also said the shop does have a couple of bikes designated for test rides – a rader and another.  John got a lot of cheers from the group when he closed with . . .”I now pronounce the riding season opened.”  It has sure been a long time in coming this winter.

 
ROUNDTABLE
There were no roundtable discussion items – everyone was looking at the sunshine coming in through the windows.  Lance adjourned the meeting.   
Respectfully submitted,
Corki Hirsch, Secretary
Chapter 323
We had 14 bikes and 23 people on our ride following the meeting.  Jerry was road captain and Gary and Tammy were the tailgunner for the ride.  It started out a bit cool but by the time we finished lunch in Tenino, it had warmed up very nicely.  Fortunately, we got to Scotty B’s in Tenino at about 11:45 so we got in while they weren’t very busy.  We were all able to sit together in a single section.   
Jerry took us down around the farmlands east of Centralia, out past the farm that my Grandpa used to have, and the back roads up to the Jackson Hwy where we crossed over through Napavine and came around on the Westside of I-5 at Chehalis.  We wound our way through the farm country to Galvin and ended our ride at Grand Mound.  It was like a re-birth after being shut up for so long this winter.  
Jerry said he was pleasantly surprised at how many bikes/riders turned out for what is really our first ride of the season.  This was actually one of our larger groups.  
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