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November 5, 2011
Some beardless dude came in and called our meeting to order.  Yup, Gary was clean shaven - it came with his Halloween costume.  Twenty-two (22) hardy souls braved the cold to turn out for our November meeting.  Gary pointed out that it was great seeing De and Sid at the meeting.  We have missed them the past couple of months.
Connie Lyon, one of our newer members, was present even though Maury wasn't able to attend.  And ok, so some of us wimped out and brought our fully enclosed bikes (e.g. cars).

We had a moment of silence when Pam announced that tomorrow (Sunday) is Jim's birthday.  This is the big 5-0 for him.  He said he realized it was happening when AARP got really busy recruiting him.  I pointed out that we have a lot of AARP member benefits.
Gary called for any additions or changes to the October 2011 minutes - thank you Kathi for doing such a great job.  There were no changes so De made the motion to accept the minutes as they were sent out and Lance seconded it.  The motion carried.
Treasurer Bonnie reported we currently have $730.65.  A big thanks to Kim McNamee for putting together a Chapter donation can where members can made donations at the meetings until we get the treasury replenished a bit.  
After much confusion about whether the number was 09696 or 96960 we finally figured out that the 50/50 of $45 was won by Gary (shhhhh, don't say anything about it.)     
OLD BUSINESS

Jerry has sent out the shift sign-ups for our coffee stop program scheduled for the weekend of January 21st - 23rd.  He has gotten some replies already and warned everybody the 'good' shifts are going fast.  Bless her, Mona spoke up at the meeting and agreed to take one of the 2 am shifts.

The supplies left from our last coffee stop are stored at Fred and Corki's.  They will inventory what we already have on hand and send the information to Chairman Jerry.  A big thanks to Brent for the donation of a large coffee pot for our coffee stop programs.  And, if we haven't said thanks before to Mona for the electric tea pot.  These really help us out.  We will only need to rent on pot this year.

Just a reminder to everyone that we do have another coffee program coming up March 24th - 26th.
Gary followed up on our efforts to update our cell phone quick list and our member directory.  Corki will send out an e-mail to all members to be sure to update their information.  She will send out the format for the directory updates.  Bonnie will update the cell phone quick list.  Gary reminded everyone to carry their 'ICE' emergency contact information.
Many members remembered we were collecting items to send to Travis in Kuwait.  LOS Amy has volunteered to mail the package.  Several members said they had 'stuff' to send to Travis but forgot to bring it.  This is a reminder that we have one-more-chance on November 19th (more information under Jerry's report).  Melinda did say that Travis has asked for 'Irish crème coffee beans/grounds'.  He cannot get them in Kuwait.  If Amy is unable to make the gathering on the 19th, someone else will be designated to collect the items and will coordinate with Amy.  And, we are NOT going to send him any of the leftover chili.

NEW BUSINESS

Corki did contact Behavior Health Resources (drug and alcohol treatment services) to coordinate families/children that the Chapter can adopt for Christmas this year.  BHR has 9 kids from 3 families (all are single mothers) with 5 being boys and 4 being girls.  The kids' ages range from 4 to 17.  BHR will give us a list of gift suggestions for each of the kids next week and Corki will get it sent out.  We are hoping to have at least 2 members/couples sign up for each kid for either some clothing or a toy.  
We will bring our wrapped and marked packages to the Christmas party on December 10th.  We will deliver them to BHR early that next week.
Lance will be updating our digital frame at the dealership so if you have any pictures from 2011, please get them to Lance.  You can send them or put them on a flash drive or card.  
Gary opened nominations for 2012.  Bonnie nominated Dave Hammond as President with Jerry as Vice President.  The group got very quiet at this point - maybe everyone was thinking about warm 2012 riding weather.  Nominations are open until our next meeting - at the Christmas party on December 10th, so if you have a nomination to make just get the information to Gary.  Remember that nominations are for a team for President and Vice President.  The new team will appoint the rest of the officers.
Speaking of Christmas party, it is December 10th starting at 5:30 at David and Lorraine's new house.  The Christmas party is a potluck and we are doing the gift-exchange game for anyone interested.  Bring a wrapped, gender neutral gift of $20 or less of value.  I have scanned Lorraine's flyer and attached it along with the directions.  We hope everyone can make it.  The beginning is a quick meeting where we vote for our 2012 President/Vice-President.  We may have other brief items.  We then officially adjourn the meeting and it is just friends celebrating Christmas together.
DEALERSHIP REPORT

There was no report from John this month.
OFFICERS’ REPORTS
Pres. Gary reminded everyone that the International Motorcycle Show is on December 16-18 at the Washington State Convention Center (address: 800 Convention Place, Seattle, WA 98101-2350).  This is a change of location from past shows.  State Ambassadors Steve and Lisa Capuano recently asked for volunteers for the STAR desk.  Gary will resend the message if anyone is interested.
Gary also reported on the great turnout and time had by all at the meet-up at the Rutledge Farm corn maze, The Brick, and then the haunted house.  Gary was the chickens (character at the corn maze) and he turned out to be the killer who did the deed in the outhouse with a wrench.  Way to go Gary.

VP Jerry said we will have a breakfast meet-up on November 19th.  We initially agreed to meet in Tumwater but later moved it to Grill At Grand Mound in the hopes that Jim and Peggy could join us.  Breakfast is at 10 am.  (Note:  I have called and made the reservation.)  Mona will contact Jim and Peggy to ask them to try to join us.

Today's ride is short and ends at Lattin's for fresh apple fritters.  This is Craig and Kim's third ride with us.  Hmmm, no matter how fast we ride they just seem to keep coming - guess we will have to vote on making them full-fledged members of the tribe/club/chapter.
We are riding on December 3rd (first Saturday in December) but will not have a meeting that day.  The meeting is moved to the Christmas party.  The ride is the Olympia Toy Run.  We will assemble at the dealership about 10 am and then leave at 10:30 for South Sound mall.  Be prepared because we just hang out at the mall area and/or have breakfast at Applebee's until the gathering leaves about 1 pm.  Mona did caution us that there has been a major change of route again this year.  Apparently the cities involved and many businesses are complaining about how long the event ties up the road surfaces.  Admission is a new, unwrapped toy, or $15 for a single rider, or $20 for a couple.
Jerry reminded everyone to start thinking about STAR DAZE in Reno/Sparks Nevada next July 17th - 20th.  This is a Tuesday through Friday.  The tentative plan is to leave the Saturday before and ride down the coast and cross to Redding CA then to Reno/Sparks.  We expect to ride straight home via the fastest route at the end of the event - probably out to I5 and straight home.

Special programming note:  There was a lot of hammering noises coming from the shop area during this part of the meeting.  Someone said 'they must be working on a Harley back there' and got a real chortle from the group.

LOS Amy reported out that we had 8 ladies come to breakfast for the shopping trip up north.  Unfortunately, Julie had to work so she wasn't able to go along.  So, seven of us squeezed into Bonnie's car.  The whole group thanked Bonnie for the wonderful breakfast and Jerry for cleaning up.  Jerry pointed out that Lance and Fred also showed up for breakfast but the guys were relegated to the kitchen and the ladies ate in the dining room.  No one offered to share about our purchases.
Safety Jim said he had something for senior riders but just couldn't remember it.  That starts happening more often after 50.

We had no reports from SAA Tyler, Webmaster Eric, Vet Rep Joe, or Historian Kathi.  They were absent.  We did have a reminder on Kathi's behalf that she needs your pictures.  
ROUND ROBIN

Mona shared that Jim Giffin is currently undergoing chemo and radiation therapy for liver and lung cancer.  Jim really likes to have company visit but call first to make an appointment.  His number is 360-273-5141.  You can also send him e-mail at mailto:jpgiff@comcast.net.  His address is 17723 Sargent Rd, Rochester.  Jim also has a Facebook page where you can follow him and post comments to him.
Pam brought the tee shirt quilt she made for Chapter 350 to raffle for their charity - the Salvation Army food bank.  It is king-sized and includes many of the Washington, Oregon, and Idaho chapter tee shirts as well as other event shirts.  She was also selling raffle tickets (6 for $5).  The quilt drawing will be at the Chapter 350 chili cook-off.  The chili cook-off is November 12th from noon - 3 pm at Renton RMC.  The entry fee is $10 for your chili.  If you want to sample and vote on the chilies, there is a donation of $5 for adults.

Pam also shared with us President Blaine from Chapter 350 wanted to implement a traveling trophy to encourage other chapters to visit.  Chapter 350 normally meets on the 4th Saturday of the month at RMC at 10 am - but remember in November they are meeting on the 12th (the day of their chili cook-off).  Anyway, their traveling trophy is a gnome named STAR Gnomeo.  The Chapter with the most members visiting will get STAR Gnomeo as long as they have 5 or more members.  Chapter 350 is hoping the 'wining' Chapters will 'pin' STAR Gnomeo's headband.  Chapter 350 expects to award STAR Gnomeo at their chili cook-off.  Someone did point out that STAR Gnomeo looks a lot like our own Larry.

Pam also told us that STAR International and Yamaha have been working to try to get more STAR motorcycles available for demo rides.  RMC will have bikes available for test riding - apparently all of their used bikes.  Pam will let us know more information as she get it.
We adjourned to head out for fritters.  

Respectfully submitted,

Corki Hirsch, Secretary Chapter 323
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