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November 6, 2010
Given the wet and cold day, we had a great turnout with 21 members plus Murphy came visiting with De.  We also had Jodie who came with Tyler.  Tyler told us all to expect Jodie to show up on the back of his bike after he gets it back.  Of course, Dragon and Sid came ready for the ride (cancelled due to weather).  Sorry guys - the rest of us are whimps. 

We also one guest Rodney O'Neill from the Barb O'Neill's Family and Friends (Barb's FF) to tell us about their local charity.  More information about the charity is under Old Business. 
Treasurer Bonnie reported we still have $1,484.54 from last month.  Remember that last month, the Chapter voted to donate our proceeds from the 50/50 to Bikers Fighting Cancer.  Tyler also donated his winnings from the 50/50 to BFC, too.  Jim Rose won the 50/50 of $31.  
Gary asked for any additions or changes to the August and October 2010 minutes and then for a motion to accept.  Lance made the motion and it was seconded by Amy.  The motion carried.

We did have a brief interruption in our regular business meeting when Paul, Laura, and John came out carrying a huge birthday cake (chocolate, of course).  It was Jim Rose's birthday and Pam arranged for the surprise.  Probably the biggest surprise came when Paul light the 49 candles on the cake with a torch.  The surprise was Laura's who was holding the cake.  All went well - no singed eyebrows.  We all got to sing happy birthday for Jim - now that was a surprise.  We better stick to our day jobs. 
OLD BUSINESS

About this time of year, Chapter 323 considers options for our charity.  Last month, the Bikers Fighting Cancer came to our meeting to present their charity.  After some concerns were raised by some members that the BFC have some affiliation with other biker clubs.  So we looked around for another local charity to consider.  

Lorraine brought us Barb's FF that has been serving up Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners (and Easter baskets) for 41 years in the local community.  Barb's son, Rodney stepped up to head his mother's charity after her death a few years ago.  Barb's FF now serves over 4,000 holiday dinners, runs a donation-only furniture bank, seasonal clothing and gift bank, Easter basket donations and more.  They also hand out blankets and jackets (other clothing, too) at Thanksgiving and Christmas.  
Rodney passed out an information sheet about Barb's FF or you can read more about them at http://www.oly-wa.us/Barbs/
There was a lively discussion by Chapter members and Rodney.  Some of the additional information that Rodney gave us was:

· The Thanksgiving dinner is a traditional turkey and the Christmas dinner is a barbecue including some Mexican and Asian dishes.

· Meals are served at United Churches but there is no affiliation between the church and Barb O'Neill's Family and Friends.

· There are no paid staff.  There are about 233 volunteers who help out throughout the year but many are students.  They could use more adult volunteers.  They use volunteers for food prep, food service, clean up, and handing out clothing, etc.

· Food baskets and meals are prepared and delivered for persons who are shut-in.

· MIXX 96.1 Radio holds a toy drive (December 17th this year) to collect toys for all ages.  The toys are distributed at the Christmas dinner.

· They have a lot of collaboration from local vendors (you can see the list on their website) but most of their contributions come from individuals.  They do have a number of fund raise events/activities throughout the year (Splash, Lakefair, etc.)
After Rodney left us, Mona moved that Chapter 323 accept Barb's FF as our charity.  The motion was seconded by Fred.  Fred moved that the Chapter donate $500 to Barb's FF.  The motion was seconded by Larry.  Both motions were voted on together and passed unanimously.  
Red did open a brief discussion that Barb's FF, like so many other charities including the food banks, don't necessarily screen all of those coming in for help to make sure they really need the help.  We all talked about that being subjective and something we cannot do anything about.  It doesn't diminish the need for most of the people who came.

Lorraine has agreed to be the Chapter's charity coordinator and will work with Bonnie on this donation.  Lorraine also agreed to get us put onto Rodney's e-mail distribution list for volunteers.  Many of the Chapter members expressed interest in helping out as volunteers.  There will be opportunities throughout the year to volunteer for Barb's FF fund raisers.
Gary also told us about Haven House - Community Youth Services that helps youth in our community.  No action was taken on this charity.
As Gary pointed out to us, we do have some things coming up in 2011 that we will need money to do - one being the all chapter ride in July.  Our primary fund raising has been the Scatter Creek coffee rest stops and we do not have another one scheduled until 2012.  So we will be looking for ways to generate income in 2011 so we can do our activities and continue supporting charity organizations.  If you have ideas, let Gary know. 
There was only one nomination for our 2011 president - Corki nominated Gary.  Gary accepted the nomination (at least, he didn't say no).  Nominations will remain open until December 11th.  If you want to make a nomination for president, let Gary or Jerry know.  We will vote at the Christmas party.

If you are interested in one of the officer positions, let Gary know.  The vice-president running mate for Gary is Jerry.  All of the other officer positions are open.

NEW BUSINESS

Gary said we had this rider show up one day and has hung around long enough now that Tyler has recommended her for membership in Chapter 323.  We voted for Sheli.  Gary will announce the outcome at our December meeting.  Way to go Sheli.
OFFICERS’ REPORTS
VP Jerry reported that the ride for today to Brooklyn was cancelled due to weather.
December 4th is the annual Toy Run.  Chapter 323 will participate again this year.  We will meet at the dealership at 10 am and ride over to the Lacey mall area about 10:30 am to get into line.  We will walk over to Applebee's for breakfast.  The ride itself sets out about 1 pm.  Mona said that the route has changed again this year - having to do with the stop lights, Olympia police, and the downtown merchants who think the Toy Run interrupts their business.

Remember to bring a new toy or $15.
He finally got to the important stuff - the Christmas Party will be December 11th at Larry & Mona's house.  It starts at 5:30 pm.  Bring a potluck dish (hot, salad) and 6 Christmas decorated cupcakes (for desert).  Bring your own drinks.  White elephant gift exchange - $20 limit.  Larry is thinking about whether to get their hot tub up and running for the party - guess we will see what he decides on the 11th.  Mona said they have room for some sleepovers if you need.
The Seattle bike show is December 10-12, 2010 at the Quest Field Event Center and STAR is looking for folks to man their booth.  In the past, workers have gotten free admission to the event.  If you are interested, you should contact our State Director, Richard Gibson, at wastatedirector@startouring.org
The event schedule is Friday 4pm to 9pm; Saturday 9:30am to 8pm; and, Sunday 9:30am to 5pm.  If you ride your bike, you will probably get free parking.
VP Jerry is working on the 2011 ride schedule.  He needs our input.  He is looking for after meeting rides of 4 - 5 hours.  We had a great ride to Wynochee last month and it will be on the schedule next year for a picnic lunch.  
Jerry talked about the low turnout rate on some of the overnight rides this year but had a great turnout for the Winthrop ride.  Jerry is thinking that in this economy maybe we should cut down the number of overnight rides and think about improving the quality of the couple that we do take.  We do have a NW STAR BQ for 2011 but we don't yet know where.  If you have ride ideas, let Jerry or Gary know.
Pam said 350 has their 2011 ride schedule done already.  They are doing Winthrop in July and would like to see 323 ride at the same time.  It would be fun to have a joint overnighter.
Webmaster Eric was absent but remember to send him your pictures for the new gallery on our webpage.  Eric's e-mail address is mailto:erhetta@yahoo.com
Vet Rep Joe and Historian Kathi were absent.
LOS Amy said a number of the ladies are meeting at Jerry's for breakfast tomorrow morning and then trekking up to the Tulalip outlet malls for a day of shopping.  Jerry is "cooking" - actually Bonnie cooks and Jerry gets the credit for treating the ladies so good.
Sid reminded everybody how slippery all of the leaves on the roads are right now.  Red added smashed pumpkins to that list.  Safety Jim added the solid white lines in crosswalks and the rubber bumpers on railroad tracks.  The key point here is everything is wet and slippery so just stay aware.

DEALERSHIP

Paul invited Chapter 323 members to their next "movie night" on December 9th starting at about 6:30 for pizza and then a movie about the Trans Crossing.  Paul also said that they will have the new Super (sorry I missed the next part) bike on display at the event.
ROUND TABLE

Brent is going into U of W hospital for brain surgery on November 22nd.  This is not his first such operation and it took him about 2 months to get back up and running before.  Mona will be in contact with Brent and has agreed to let us all know how things are going and how he is feeling.  Brent, we are all thinking about you - in our thoughts and our prayers.
Respectfully submitted,

Corki Hirsch, Secretary
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