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October 2, 2010
Wow, we had a great turnout for our October meeting with 24 chapter members plus 3 visitors (Ron & Regina Swift, and Lyle Lessard) from Renton Chapter 350  and 4 visitors from the Shelton chapter of Bikers Fighting Cancer (BFC).  We got to see a few familiar faces who have been absent for awhile - Terry and Cathy, and Red. 
The minutes from our September meeting have not yet been transmitted - so we will call for a motion on them at our November meeting.  
Treasurer Bonnie was not present but she passed her report to Julie.  We have $1,484.54 after reimbursing Kevin for our annual picnic ($319) and purchasing rockers.  Since we had previously underestimated the cost of the picnic, Tammy moved that we reimburse Kevin for the full amount he spent - $319.  The motion was seconded by Amy and passed unanimously.  
A motion was also made by Eric and seconded by Tammy to donate the Chapter's share of the 50/50 to the BFC.  The motion carried.  Then, Tyler won the 50/50 of $43 and he also donated it to the BFC.  
OLD BUSINESS

It was unanimous from everyone who was at the picnic that Kevin and Kim really know how to put on a party.  Everyone wanted to thank them and Kim's parents for the great food and good times.  There were plenty of hints that maybe we should institutionalize Kevin and Kim as the party place.  

In July, the Chapter agreed to do another coffee rest stop.  We have looked into both the Olympic Region rest stops (Scatter Creek) and the Sea Tac rest stops (Federal Way).  Corki went into the Olympic Region and found that all of the weekend shifts for both Scatter Creek and Maytown have been completely booked through 2011.  So she did sign up Chapter 323 for 2 weekends in 2012 - Jan 21-23 and Mar 24-26.  

The Sea Tac region does things a bit differently - they send out application forms in late October that must be submitted by mail after November 17th.  Any applications received in person or before November 17th are rejected/destroyed.  Their shifts also run Wednesday to Saturday or Satuday to Wednesday.  

The chapter voted not to sign up for any of the Sea Tac/Federal Way coffee programs.  However, Renton Chapter 350 is planning on applying for a couple of dates for Sea Tac/Federal Way.  We did tell Pam that Chapter 323 might be interested in partnering with 350 to cover shifts on their dates. 

Gary introduced members from the Shelton Chapter of Bikers Fighting Cancer (BFC)   (http://bikersfightingcancer.org/).  BFC was established in 2002 and is a federally recognized 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation.  Their proceeds (through donations, poker runs, or sales of merchandise) go to helping children who battle cancer and to support the children's families.  
BFC screens each family applying and no cash is given to the families - help is in the form of gas or grocery cards, food baskets, and assistance for families to be with their children while hospitalized.  BFC also helps out with lawn care or house painting or the like as needed by the family while they are caring for their children.  
All of the proceeds collected/received by BFC go to the children and their families - BFC doesn't keep administrative overhead.  BFC supports 3 or 4 children in Western Washington at any given time.
Gary asked each of us to go out and check out the website, address above, because we will vote next month on whether we will donate to BFC.  BTW, BFC did say that we could "adopt" one or more of the families/kids for Christmas.  Something similar to what we did a couple of years ago.  This will be discussed at our November meeting so be ready to talk about it.
NEW BUSINESS

Gary reminded everyone that Chapter 323 officer nominations will be at our November meeting with voting at our December meeting.  Remember that only the president/vice president together are nomination and then the new president recruits the rest of the officers.  If you are interested, let Gary know.  
OFFICERS’ REPORTS
VP Jerry was at his grandson's soccer game so Gary stepped in for him.  He gave a brief overview of our ride to Coulee Dam - we had 3 bikes and 2 cars and 8 people.  Pam's bike was leaking so she met us at the Federal Way rest stop in her chaps and her car.  Then right after we started east, at about Covington, Lance's clutch stated slipping so he and Julie turned around and jetted back home to park the bike and then catch up in their car.  It turned out to be a very good move for Lance since we encountered stop and go traffic at Tiger Mt due to a car fire on the side of the road.  Very tough riding conditions.  But it was great weather once we got into Eastern Washington.  We found good food, finally, in Leavenworth and had a great laser show on the dam in the evening.

Tyler gave us a quick overview of the Oyster Run trip.  He said they rode to Mukilteo then took the ferry to Whidbey Island, lunched in Coupeville then crossed Deception Pass and rode Chuckanut Drive back down to Sedro Woolley where they spent the night.  On Sunday, they went into Anacortes for the festival and it was packed as usual.  It did rain some on Sunday.  This was Sheli's second ride with the chapter.  
For today's ride, Fred will lead the riders out to the Gerbing open house where we will spend about an hour.  Then Gary will lead us on some back roads up into Shelton where we will end the ride at the airport/fairgrounds for Oysterfest.  We have 21 riders signed up for the ride.
Our November meeting ride will be down to Brooklyn for lunch at Clark's.  Gary also reminded everyone that the Toy Run is on December 4th.  We will meet as a group (to be announced) and then go over to get into line for the Toy Run.
Webmaster Eric reported that our pictures are now up and running.  He has set up a new gallery on our webpage at http://www.startouringolympia323.org/newgallery.html where he is posting new pictures.  Be sure to let Eric know if you find any bugs in this new gallery.

Eric also said he will be bringing his laptop to our meetings in the future so he can download picture during the meeting - bring you pictures on a flashdrive for him.  Historian Kathi can then get copies of the pictures directly from Eric.  You can also send your pictures to Eric at his e-mail address erhetta@yahoo.com  

SAA Tyler said some of our STAR memberships (International) are expiring.  You need to let him see your renewal.

Safety Jim was absent but Pam said Jim is doing well.  Gary did point out that bike fatalities are down 16% from the prior year.  Also go out to the Vancouver chapter 407 website to see their nice tribute to Randy Garr - their member who died in August.  
LOS Amy said the first quilting session for Melinda's baby-in-progress was a huge success and the potluck was very, very good.  There is another one planned for November 14th at Mona's.  There will be a potluck.  

On October 17th, the whole Chapter (including the guys) are meeting up at the Rutledge Farm Corn Maze at 11 am.  The cost is $5 per person on that Sunday.  After we lose Gary in the maze, we will go on to The Brick in Tumwater for lunch.  

The LOS (aka ladies) are planning a shopping trip to the Marysville premium outlet mall for November 7th.  Bonnie and Linda have volunteered to drive so we will probably meet in Federal Way and carpool from there.
Amy has had some problems getting e-mails to everyone (she doesn't have current e-mail addresses for everybody) so she will send out a follow up message.  
Vet Rep Joe reported that it was the anniversary for the US Navy.
Historian Kathi has finished the 2009 album and is working on the 2010 album.  She again reminded everyone to give her pictures from the rides and gatherings.  You can send pictures to Kathi at her e-mail address at picancoj@hotmail.com
DEALERSHIP

No report from the dealership this month.
ROUND TABLE

No round table discussion at this meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Corki Hirsch, Secretary
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