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September 10, 2011
We had 18 members and 3 guests for our September meeting.  De and Christa stopped by for a quick visit on their way to a truck/equipment hands-on exhibit with Murphy.  Melinda also brought Arilynn and she is growing fast.   

Our adult guests were Craig and Kim McNamee and Ted Krumland.  Craig and Kim first come to know us through Tyler and they joined us on our Windy Ridge ride last weekend.  Gary poked fun at us all saying he was surprised Craig and Kim came back for more.  Ted first joined us for our multi-chapter ride.  We were glad to see them all come and join us for a meeting.

Sheli came in dressed for side-saddle riding.  She said she was on her way to work after the meeting.  Kevin and Kim arrived after the start of the meeting and, boy, did they hear about it. 

Gary called for any additions or changes to the August 2011 minutes.  There were none so Lance made the motion to waive the reading of the minutes and accept them as sent out and Jerry seconded it.  The motion carried.
Treasurer Bonnie reported we currently have $770.23.  Gary opened a discussion that we have spent quite a bit in the past month or so - the digital picture frame at the dealership and on the multi-chapter ride.  He suggested that we 'put out a can' for the next few months for donations to beef up our treasury.  We did get $60 in donations at/after the meeting.  

Pam won the 50/50 of $39 and she donated $10 back into the treasury.  Sheli won a Rider Magazine.    
OLD BUSINESS

Jerry has agreed to be the chairperson for the upcoming 2012 coffee stops.  We have one January 21st - 23rd and another one March 24th - 26th.  Gary reminded everyone that we need to have good Chapter turnout and participation to man the rest stops during these two dates.  The coffee stop events is our primary money maker.
Jerry will take the lead to organize the event.  Don't be surprise when you are asked to participate.
NEW BUSINESS

Gary opened a discussion about selecting the Chapter's charity for this year.  He reminded us charity "begins at home" and we have two members who have serious medical issues (Brent and Jim G) plus one member who is currently stationed in Kuwait (Travis).    
This also led to a discussion that several Chapter members noted at the NW Star BQ in Longview in early August that Brent's front tire was heavily worn.  After much discussion, Corki made a motion for the Chapter to buy a new front tire for Brent and ask the dealership to contact him.  Julie seconded the motion.  It carried.  [NOTE:  After the meeting, we ascertained that Brent did have a new front tire put onto his bike but it wasn't yet paid so the Chapter paid for it.]
Corki and Bonnie also raised that it is time to update our cell phone quick list and to update our member directory.  Tyler also has the 'ICE' (in case of emergency) stickers for everyone to use on their bikes.  Corki will send out an e-mail to all members to be sure to update their information.  She will send out the format for the directory updates.  Gary suggested that we make 'ICE' mandatory for our rides.
Gary announced that Tyler did recommend Maury Corina and Connie Lyons for membership in 323 after their third ride.  Members present voted and Gary will count the ballots.  Gary will let Maury and Connie know the outcome of the vote and will announce it at our next meeting.
Blaine Inman, president of our sister Chapter 350 in Renton, was injured on Friday on his way home from work on his bike.  We know that he had surgery on his (broken) foot.  Gary will ask Mona to send Blaine a get well card from 323.  Melinda is currently secretary for 350 and she will let us know of any developments.
Gary told us about a memorial ride into Canada tomorrow (Sunday).  It is a 9/11 memorial ride.  There didn't appear to be anyone from 323 who was riding in it.  We know some 350 members are planning to make the ride.

Gary also asked us for feedback on an e-mail he got from our new Southwest Washington Ambassadors, Steve and Lisa Capuano.  The question to us was whether we would be willing to ride to Boise ID for the NW Star BQ in 2013?  Apparently, we are foregoing a NW Star BQ in 2012 because STAR DAZE will be in Reno next July 19th - 23rd.  It seemed the feedback we gave was - it is a long way but if we make the ride two days, instead of one, it is doable.  Boise is about 120 miles further than our Hells Canyon run this year.  There is some beautiful riding country around Boise, especially up the Salmon River.  I know it wouldn't be much of a stretch for Lance and Julie - they have grandbabies in the area.
ROUND ROBIN

Tammy had a couple of things.  1 - At OysterFest (first weekend in October), Tammy's mother is chairing the booth for Amaranth.  All of the booths at OysterFest are non-profit and use volunteers to man them.  Several Chapter 323 members have worked at the Amaranth booth in the past.  Tammy's mother is looking for more help on Sunday so anyone who is interested should get a hold of Tammy or Gary.  

This is also the point where I need to tell you Tyler has worked the booth before and loved the 'girls' next to it.  Jerry wanted to make sure we point out Tyler is our 'slut' because he works to meet girls.  Lots of laughing at this point.
2 - Amaranth has coupled with Applebee's as a fund raiser for camp Leo which is a summer camp for disabled kids.  The fund raiser is Sunday morning breakfast on October 24th from 8 am - 10 am at the West Olympia Applebee's.  The restaurant will be closed except for persons holding tickets.  The tickets are $10 - $5 of which goes to camp Leo.  We did think that this might be a good LOS activity (or perhaps a meet-up).  You can contact Tammy for tickets.
DEALERSHIP REPORT

There was no report from John this month.
OFFICERS’ REPORTS
We had no reports from LOS Amy, Webmaster Eric, Vet Rep Joe, or Historian Kathi.  They were absent.  Safety Jim didn't have anything either.

SSA Tyler asked about how best to approach members whose national membership is expiring.  Gary said one-on-one conversations would be best if the member is at a meeting or ride.  If not, then by e-mail.  Corki also asked Tyler when the second mailing of ride waivers needs to go into National.  Corki and Tyler will coordinate it.
Gary did say he was going to contact Eric about the webpage updates.  Eric has been working a lot lately and our webmaster may need some added help.

Finally, after as much delay as he could muster, Gary turned the floor over to VP Jerry.

VP Jerry was very happy with our turnout for the NW STAR BQ in Longview on August 12th - 13th.  Chapter 323 had the third highest turnout right behind Vancouver (host) and Portland.  We had some members who traveled down for Saturday and others who stayed the weekend.  We had a chance to meet Sheli's father and family.  Her father come up from Sacramento for the event.  We talked about the bug run (a lot of 323 rode on this one) where we taped a clear plastic sheet to our windshield and then counted bugs when we got back.  Interesting idea and we may use it in the future.  Important to note that the 323 group had the winning bug run but it was a couple from Longview who rode with us.  We were also impressed with the quality of the maps (some of the directions weren't so great).

VP Jerry also talked about the wonderful ride up to Windy Ridge on September 3rd.  We had 7 bikes - and they all were two-up.  It was also the first ride for Craig and Kim.

Pam and Jim recently rode to (I missed this - ?).  Red and Linda rode to Yellowstone, Glacier and the Beartooth mountains near Billings.  Many of us who attended STAR DAZE in Billings remember the ride into the Beartooth mountains - it was really spectacular.  Red also said if you haven't been to Glacier you really need to go.

The Oyster Run is on September 25th - always on the 4th Sunday of September.  We will leave on Sunday morning (not an overnighter this year) meeting at the Federal Way rest stop between 7 - 8 am.  Ride to the Mukeltio Ferry (ferrio to Jerry).  After leaving the ferry, Jerry said it would be about 1 1/2 hr ride to the event.  We will have about 2 - 3 hrs to walk around the vendor booths and then ride home.  Jerry pointed out that if this nice weather continues, we could see 8 - 10 thousand bikes - it is going to be crowded.  Jerry will send out an e-mail when all of the planning is finalized.  

We adjourned to spend more time in the sunshine and on our bikes.  The ride was to Pacific Beach with lunch at the Windjammer at the Navy Station in Pacific Beach.  Jerry was leading the ride.
Respectfully submitted,

Corki Hirsch, Secretary Chapter 323
PS  Gary has asked me to remind everyone that we nominate a new President/Vice President at our November meeting so start thinking about whether you are interested or who you would like to see as our next President and Vice President.  We vote on the President and Vice President as a team and then the new President recruits for all of the other positions.  So think about the other positions too - if you would be interested.
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