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July 9, 2011
We had such a great day and great turnout that we started the meeting a few minutes late while everyone got caught up.  We had 23 Chapter members and 5 guests.  Melinda brought Arilynn and De brought Murphy.  Boy, Arilynn is really growing fast.  Murphy was the life of the party.  
Our adult guests were Maury Cornia and Connie Lyon back for their second meeting and second ride.  We warned everyone to be on their best behavior for at least one more meeting.  Sheli also brought along her brother Aaron who was riding an 1100 VStar and came to check us out.  

Our Pres. pointed out that David and Lorraine came sans their bike but definitely dressed for Wimbledon.    
Gary called for any additions or changes to the June 2011 minutes.  There were none so Jerry made the motion to accept the minutes as sent out and Joe seconded it.  The motion carried.
Treasurer Bonnie reported we currently have $1,045.79 after our last 50/50 plus paying Kathi for picture/album expenses and the sale of a pin.  Speaking of Kathi, she won the 50/50 at $44 and Lance won the Rider Magazine.  
Someone (I think it was Pam) pointed out to Jerry that we have had 3 rides in a row without stopping at a Dairy Queen.  Hey, what the heck is going on?  
DEALERSHIP REPORT

There was no report from John this month.
OLD BUSINESS

We talked further about using a digital picture frame at the dealership to help display our rides and participation in events.  John has agreed that we can hang the picture frame back by our bulletin board and there is an electric outlet right there.  Corki reported on the range of sizes and prices she found doing an internet search.  She also included frames that could handle sound.  After the discussion, De made a motion that the Chapter purchase the 15" digiframe that runs about $140.  Bonnie seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  Corki will order it so we can have it before the multi-chapter ride.

We asked Lance if he could put together an SD card with some of our past and current pictures to load into the frame for a continuous showing.

Next, Gary gave us an update on the planning for the July 30th multi-chapter ride the Chapter is hosting.  John has asked for 4 or so Chapter members to stay behind on the day of the ride to help with set up.  John has a couple of big coolers.  The dealership is cooking hot dogs and hamburgers and the Chapter will do salads.  We decided to go to Costco to get a selection of salads rather than bringing homemade salads - maybe not quite as good but certainly easier on everybody.  We can pick up the salads on Friday and John has a place to store them at the dealership.  David said he would pick up the salads.  The Chapter is sharing the cost of the event with the dealership.
Bonnie left the 50/50 tickets with Corki since she won't be at the event.  Pam will also be selling raffle tickets for the tee shirt quilt from Chapter 350.  She is hoping to have it for display at the ride.  And, we have heard John is bringing in someone who will be playing guitar music during the BBQ.

The road captain and tail gunner pre-ride is scheduled for Sunday July 17th (like next weekend).  Since the dealership is closed on Sunday, we will meet in the parking lot at the Winco - just north of the dealership on Martin Way.  It is huge so you cannot miss it.  We are meeting for a 10 am departure - don't be late.  Gary will have maps available.
Jerry said Tyler and David have had practice as road captains - Tyler led the ride to Chinook Pass and David led a ride down at Hells Canyon.  Of course, Tyler did let it slip that he got a photo-enhanced ticket on his way to meet up for the Chinook Pass ride.  It could happen to anybody.

NEW BUSINESS

Bonnie told one of her sisters about our participation in the Chapter 350 ride to the Orting old soldiers' home that happens every May.  One of the items that the old soldiers seem to like the best are lap blankets.  Bonnie's sister belongs to a quilting group and they have voted to take on the making of lap blankets for Bonnie to take next year.  Bonnie's sister will send them before the event next May.  Way to go. 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS
VP Jerry reminded us that the planned ride for after the meeting was changed.  The original ride was up to Windy Ridge but the road is still closed so we were riding up I-5 to Hinshaw at Auburn so we could use the Yamaha demo truck.  
Then Jerry de-briefed about some of the other rides that have happened since our last meeting.  

· We had fourteen bikes that went to the Hells Canyon Rally at Baker City Oregon on June 10 - 13.  We did have an opportunity to show our adaptability when captain Gary sailed right past the Camas exit from 205 and most us got to Oregon first.  We all commented on watching Lance and Julie ride up the exit and over the freeway as we just followed the leader.  Jerry, who was tail gunner, also took the exit.  It was all fun and we joked about it.  Gary said if you decide to camp at events always be sure you are right next to Dragon - he gets up early and makes good coffee.  We had lots of fun rides in the area and we broke into smaller groups or as individuals rode different routes.  Jerry noted that there were at least 7 different STAR chapters -represented at the rally.  Fred and Corki got to meet Joe and Kathi's son at breakfast one morning - he is a nice guy.
· On June 25th, there were six bikes on the make-up ride over Chinook Pass (just 2 days after the pass opened) and then back over White Pass.  This ride was captained by Tyler.  

Jerry went over some other events that are coming up.

· On July 10th, Adventure Motorsports in Monroe was hosing at pancake breakfast from 8 am to 10 am followed by a ride to Sultan Shindig Days.
· On July 16th (next Saturday), the Chapter 403 is hosting a ride to Hurricane Ridge as a memorial for their member Digger.  They are leaving directly for Brothers Powersports right after their 9 am meeting.
· Medford is hosting their Crater Lake ride the rim on the same weekend as our multi-chapter ride.
· Sun and Surf at Ocean Shores is also the same weekend as our multi-chapter ride.  Gary said there may be a group who will ride down on Sunday.
SAA Tyler reminded everybody that the NW STAR BQ is coming up the weekend of August 12th.  If you are planning on attending, you need to register by July 15th to get the $40 rate.  The STAR BQ is in Longview this year - nice close ride for most of us.  Lorraine did say that the block of rooms for the STAR BQ has apparently been booked because the price showing now is much higher than initially announced.  Jerry said we will probably leave Grand Mound on Friday morning about 10 am.  Get your reservations made.

Tyler also mentioned that there are a couple of members whose STAR membership has (or will be) expiring.  Just a reminder to renew. 
Webmaster Eric wasn't at the meeting so we didn't get his report.

LOS Amy reported that we don't have anything planned for July because everyone seems to be pretty busy this month.  LOS is planning on putting together a package to send over to Travis in Kuwait next month.  We will get more information about what to bring.
Safety Jim said there seems to be some sort of attraction between VStars and deer - for both Pam and Tyler.  No accidents but certainly incidents.  Be sure to watch for them when you are out in the country-side, especially the young ones - they sometimes turn around and come back onto the road very quickly.  Sheli's brother, Aaron, also had an encounter with deer.
Lance brought up the recent incident in New York where there was a anti-helmet law rally and one of the rally leaders was killed when he went over his handlebars sans helmet and sustained head injuries.

Jerry and Bonnie also reported seeing a young female rider on a crotch rocket type bike who was fiddling with her pants pocket - she pulled out a cell phone and started  using it.  We all think hands-free also applies to motorcycle riders.
Vet Rep Joe said the US Army just celebrated their 236th birthday last month.  He also said there is some new legislation that would take away subsidies for PX/commissaries that would limit benefits.  If you are interested, contact your congress reps and ask them to vote "no" on bill #266.  
Historian Kathi said she has been working on our 2011 album but she hasn't gotten many pictures.  She has taken a few from the Chapter FACEBOOK.  Be sure to send your pictures to Kathi.  
ROUND ROBIN

Karl has 20 years with the US Army.  Congrats.

Corki reminded everyone that effective July 1st, any/all users of State Parks are required to pay via a Discover Pass ($10/day or $30/year).  Tyler said he got asked for a Discovery Pass when he was on the beach at Pacific Beach last weekend.
Respectfully submitted,

Corki Hirsch, Secretary Chapter 323
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