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April 2, 2011
We had a really outstanding turnout for this meeting with loads of guests.  Twenty-two members plus 3 guests.  Melinda brought her daughter, Arilynn, to the meeting - Pam immediately took custody of Arilynn who slept peacefully through all of the commotion.  Tyler brought his lady, Sandie Lien, and Eric brought his lady, Joan Taylor.  Both Sandie and Joan are certainly the better halves of those guys.  BTW, Sandie does have her own bike and apparently Mona and Pam are taking her under their wings to teach her some about riding.
We also had the "old bald guy with the broken neck" and were all glad to see Larry out and about.  Speaking of which, Lance was off of his crutches and into a walking cast/brace.  Lance said he should be back on his bike in a couple of weeks.  It will take Larry a bit longer than that but he was sure looking great and loving the hugs he was getting.
Gary called for any additions or changes to the March 2011 minutes.  Jerry made the motion to accept the minutes as sent out and Lance seconded it.  The motion carried but with one nay - Mona.  She is picking up where Chuck Manley left off - he always "nayed" the minutes.
Treasurer Bonnie reported that we currently have $1,026.85 after reimbursing Karl, buying 50/50 tickets, and she sold patches.    
Gary won the 50/50 for $33 and Lance won a Rider Magazine.  Maybe he can read it while he is recouping.  
DEALERSHIP REPORT

Gary gave us the report - nothing too major.  John did tell him that two officials from Yamaha in Japan were at the store last week.  The President and the President of Marketing.  They had a very good visit.  In a separate conversation, John told Gary that Yamaha is not slowing down production because of the earthquakes but that lack of electricity may be a factor.
OLD BUSINESS

Karl did confirm that the Chapter Delphi forum has been shut down.  Last month the Chapter voted to discontinue the forum because folks are primarily using the Chapter facebook or emails to communicate.  The forum was costing $50 a year to maintain.
Webmaster Eric confirmed that he has redirected the link on the Chapter webpage to Facebook rather than the forum.

Karl maintains the Chapter facebook site.  Gary reminded everybody that he, Jerry, and Corki all have Chapter distribution lists (everyone in the Chapter has an email address) and all will be glad to forward emails about rides, etc to the whole Chapter.

Gary talked some more about the multi-chapter ride that the Chapter is hosting at the end of July.  So far, we have Gary, Jerry, and Tyler as the planning team.  During the meeting Pam also volunteered and Larry volunteered as a Road Captain.  Gary will email everyone next week with the time and location for the initial planning meeting.  Let him know if you are interested in being part of the planning.
Gary said that Renton had about 5 groups of riders that go out at staggered times.  That means we need about 5 Road Captains and 5 Tailgunners for the multi-chapter ride.  
Someone asked about the timing - Gary said we would try to have a ride end back at the dealership about noon or 12:30 for the BBQ.  He also said that John is planning on having someone with a guitar for some music.

NEW BUSINESS

After last month's meeting, Gary got an email request for a Chapter tee shirt.  The request came from  Rich Powers and Janet Brockett, Oregon State Directors, through our State Directors, Rich and Barb Gibson.  Oregon is building a quilt to auction for the NW STAR B Q using chapter logos from the Chapter tee shirts.  
Mona had the same idea but didn't get her request into the works before the one from Oregon.  She is still interested in making a quilt for auction at another event - perhaps the multi-chapter ride.  Mona needs your Chapter tee shirts or NW Star BQ shirts for the quilt.  Let her know if you have some to donate.  
Jerry did send one of the extra tee shirts to Rich and Janet.  Corki made a motion for the Chapter to reimburse Jerry for the tee shirt but he said it was one that had been an error so it ultimately only cost about $10 and he is donating that.  Thanks Jerry.
OFFICERS’ REPORTS
At this point, Gary called on VP Jerry.  The after meeting ride was to Brooklyn for lunch.  Riders going are Gary, Jerry, Bonnie, Eric, Joan, and Sid.

There is a BBQ scheduled for April 23rd at David and Lorraine's.  Lorraine said she will send out directions.   She also said this is not a potluck .  We will meet at the dealership at 9:30 and make a ride before ending up at David and Lorraine's at about noon - 12:30 (for those who skip the ride and go directly).  David is planning on riding with the group so we shouldn't get lost.  We do need a count of who plans on attending - so let Jerry know - or hit reply and I can forward to Jerry or Lorraine.  Let us know if you are bring family or friends.  
Are you going to Hell's Canyon?  Have you registered yet?  Some of the Chapter who got their registration done early have started getting their packets back.  You can register online at www.helscanyonrally.com/register/  If you register early - like now - you get an event tee shirt along with the standard packet of the TourBook with maps, agenda, and more;  a collector poster; a ride pin; dog tags; wristband for the shuttle bus; and entry to the motorcycle show.
Joe and Kathi won't be able to make the event so they are trying to turn their reservations over for Gary and Tammy.  If anyone else has reservations but unable to make the rally, be sure to let Jerry know so we can try to get others interested into lodging.
Jerry said the ride down will be from the Grand Mound Shell Station down I-5 to highway 14 along the Washington side of the Columbia to Umatilla then down Highway 84 to Baker City.  Jerry did warn everyone that it is about 400 miles - long ride - so we will keep our stops quick and to a minimum.

Jerry also reminded everyone that our LOLO Pass ride will be at the end of July - starting on Saturday July 23rd (in Lewiston), Sunday July 24th (in Kalispell), and Monday July 25th (in Spokane).  Ride home on Tuesday.  We have made arrangements with motels for each of the overnighters and they are holding blocks of rooms in the name Olympia Chapter of STAR.  Jerry sent the list of hotels for this ride with his last ride schedule.  If you need another copy, just let Jerry or me know and we can forward it to you.
Jerry said that the NW Star BQ will be the weekend of August 12th in the Longview-Kelso area.  For those going down for the whole event, we will ride down on Friday and come home on Sunday.  Jerry said more information will be following - we don't yet know the venue for the event or lodging information.  We think that the Vancouver chapter is hosting the event this year.

LOS Amy said nothing is planned for April.  Sheli did invite everyone (not just the ladies) to the HOP at Lakewood just off Hunter on April 16th at 5:30.  The event starts promptly at 6 pm and cost is $5.  Sounds like a lot of fun for a Saturday night.

Safety Jim was at work (pooh) but Gary reminded everyone to watch out for the roads in this weather and to have your bike checked out before the good riding weather starts.  Right now the shops aren't quite so busy - good time to have your bike work done.  Gary has had a weak/dead battery twice this winter - sorry Tammy.

SAA Tyler didn't have anything to report - I think he was thinking about Sandie and Las Vegas (they just got back).
Vet Rep Joe and Historian Kathi were also not at the meeting so nothing to report.  Historian Kathi did bring the albums for the past 2 years and they were being passed around during the meeting.   
Webmaster Eric has been busy - he has removed 2008 and 2009 to give us more room and updated 2010 and added some of the pictures for 2011.  He did ask Jerry to forward the most current ride schedule so he can add it to the webpage.  Go check it out. 
ROUND ROBIN

Pam, Jerry, and Gary attended the safety course put on by the Bremerton Chapter last weekend.  They all said it was nice to run the slow course.  After some discussion, Jerry said at the next meeting we would go over the universal hand signals used for our rides.  Larry said that Puget Sound Safety has an intermediate class that is about $100 and is a really good refresher.  For many insurance companies, it may also reduce your motorcycle insurance.  Puget Sound Safety will also do a "closed" intermediate course if we get at least 12 riders signed up.

Gary and Tammy went up into Canada for their son's wedding.  They were up by Osoyoos, BC.  Gary said they visited some good wineries and thought it would be a great riding area to plan in the future.

Larry asked how many members we have in Chapter 323 and who was in charge of recruiting for the Chapter.  SAA Tyler does the ride waivers and Secretary Corki handles attendance.  They thought it was about 30 members.  [Note:  We are tracking attendance for 33 members plus 3 associate members plus 3 prospective members.]  There was some discussion about whether we should have someone in charge of actively recruiting new members.  Nothing was resolved - it will be discussed more by the officers.

We also had a brief discussion about motorcycle insurance and whether your insurance includes motorcycle towing.  Pam said AAA roadside assistance including motorcycle towing.  Corki said AARP roadside assistance also includes motorcycle towing.

Gary told Lorraine that he is still waiting to hear back from David about periodically exercising his Infield bike while he is off in England.  Gary hasn't yet figured out that David will handle the exercising.

Gary said if you are looking for a little fun time to kill during some of these dreary winter-like days - try Googling "motorcycle quiz".

Tyler did say his bike is up and running - with some thanks to Jim Rose for helping him.  BUT he was cleaning up his garage afterwards and found that "extra" piece that never makes it back.  It was a piece of chrome that goes under the exhaust.  He's got it on now.  If you need help with exhaust, Tyler is your guy.  
Respectfully submitted,

Corki Hirsch, Secretary
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