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February 4, 2012
We had a really great turnout for our February meeting.  We had 26 members at the meeting including Terry and Cathy Browning.  Terry was looking great and thanked everyone for their support and kind words.  If you haven't already heard, Terry has had two strokes but they were in his brain stem (better news) and he is recovering at home.  He is currently in physical therapy.

OLD BUSINESS

David called for any additions or changes to the January 2012 minutes.  There were none so Bonnie made the motion to accept them as sent out and Kathi P seconded it.  The motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS

David has gotten a suggestion from one member that we show our appreciation to the dealership with a lunch.  Lorraine and LOS Julie both looked at options.  They found that catered lunch service is charged on the per person basis and were between $12 to $15 per person.  They explored other options and found that we could get 'food trays' from Costco.  We agreed that the croissant tray plus a cake was the way to go.  Jerry made a motion to approve the lunch up to $75.  Kathi P said she would be willing to make a crock pot of homemade soup to go with the sandwiches.  Lorraine was asked to coordinate with John to make it happen.

Next, we voted for Ted (and his wife Debbie) to be our newest members.  The ballots were passed to David and he will announce the outcome to Ted then to us at our next meeting.
David reopened our earlier discussions about the 'pain in the butt' it is to have to sign ride waivers with every STAR chapter we happen to visit.  David has raised the issue with our State Ambassador Steve who will run the question up the flagpole.  In the meantime, Kim has drafted a card we could carry showing that we have signed a ride waiver with 323.  We are all anxiously waiting to hear what Steve learns - hopefully next month.    

David told us that he had just gotten an e-mail from Ambassador Steve regarding the IronAzze ride, a flea market at Star Days where Chapters can sell their wares, and about two $1,000 scholarships available through STAR International.  David will forward the e-mail out to all of us.
David then initiated a group discussion about our charity.  David said it very well - in the past, we have designated our charity each year.  Lorraine talked with Joe and Kathi (with their charity experience through the Odd Fellows).  The idea is that we will designate our charity and identify it in our by-laws.  Then, the only question for members each year will be how much.  Lorraine put together a list of six local charities - with missions supporting families, children, or seniors AND in the Olympia and surrounding areas.  We have not included in any national charities on the list.  Lorraine will e-mail information to members on Monday or Tuesday including links to these charities.  Lorraine did add that we have 33 active members so she would like to see 33 votes.  We need to have our vote back to Lorraine by February 15th.
We sent our logo jpeg file to LOS Sue Miller from Chapter 434 from Victor Valley, CA.  They are making a quilt of Chapter logos.  

DEALERS REPORT

John wished everyone a happy new year.  He said that their slow season is now behind them and they are getting busier.  John also invited everyone to their 'movie night' on Thursday February 9th.  It starts at 7 pm and is a movie and pizza.  The dealership does about two a year.  They do ask that folks let them know if they are coming - their space is limited to 125 - and they need to have an idea about how many are coming so they know about ordering pizzas.  You can let Paul know.
He was glad to see we had such great weather on Saturday and wanted everyone to have a great ride.

OFFICERS REPORTS

Secretary Corki had nothing.

Treasurer Bonnie reported she had spent $95.34 on patches and rockers.  She also told us about finding an unknown charge on our account ($19.95) that she followed up on.  It was made by Monica.  Webmaster Kim also had the charge on her account.  The only thing they both had in common was recent charges to STAR International.  Bonnie did notify them of the apparent breach.  She suggested anyone who has done business with STAR International recently check their payment source.  

After the charges and correcting for Monica, we currently have $605.31.  
SAA Craig reminded everyone to get their ride waivers in to him.

Safety Lance reminded everyone to update their ICE (in case of emergency) information.  While carrying ICE is options, it is recommended for everyone.  We have attached the ICE form with the minutes.  Lorraine has also sent the form to Webmaster Kim to post on the Chapter website.

Lance is also looking into putting together an experienced rider course through Puget Sound Safety.  The course runs about $125 per person when you register individually.  Lance is hoping that we can put together a special session for STAR riders.  Puget Sound Safety is starting the courses again in April.  With a show of hands, it looks like we would have enough members to set up our own course session.  It would likely be held behind Sears at South Sound Center or in the K-Mart parking lot.  Lance will let us know what he finds out.
Lane has the 323 group rider course that we bought a couple of years ago.  It is a video and course work.  It is ready to check out to anyone who would like to go through it.

LOS Julie sent out an e-mail to the LOS ladies about a girls weekend at Seaside on the weekend of May 12-13th.  She got interest from 7 of us LOS.  She also announced that we would do 'lunch' on April 29th.  (BTW, the Seaside digs are Bonnie and Jerry's.  Jerry did ask if he gets to come along.  He was told only if he is willing to wear a speedo and answer to Raul.)

Julie did get 5 LOS interested in LOS shirts.  She has them ordered.  Tanks are $18 and tee shirts are $23.  She expects to have them by our meet-up.  

Julie did send out a couple of birthday cards during the month.  She is also planning an award at the Christmas party - for the most mileage.  She is getting everyone's mileage reading.

Sid suggested that we start up a side poker game where we would use our end-of-ride mileage to determine the best 'hand' everyone has.  It would be voluntary and would be $1 per player.  

Webmaster Kim was taking a new group picture in front of the dealership to post on our new webpage.  LOS Julie had brought the Chapter banner and turned it over to SAA Craig.  Kim also talked about adding an officers' alert page rather than individual officer pages.  Many officers don't have new materials each month but we need to have a page that is up-to-date where members can see what is changing.  Kim was also taking pictures of members and their bikes for a gallery page.  She also created a simple bio for members - on a WORD document.  This is something new for us.

Historian Kathi brought the 2011 album to the meeting for anyone interested in looking at it.  She gave us a reminder to send our pictures to her via e-mail.  She is adding officer pictures and a dealer page to the next album (digital).

Vet Rep Joe told us that the hometown heroes raffle through the Wash State lottery.  The proceeds go directly to the Dept of Veterans' Affairs to aid veterans coming home and their families who need help to find work or are homeless.  Joe also told us that the military museum at Camp Murray is holding an open house at 6 pm this Wednesday - February 11th.

VP Jerry announced that the January coffee stop program had been cancelled due to weather.  We have another coffee stop program scheduled for the weekend of March 24th - 26th.  Jerry reminded us that a couple of years ago the Chapter voted to sign up for two more coffee stop programs.  And, over the past few years, our primary source of money into the Chapter has come from our coffee rest stops programs.  But we are now having difficulty getting enough Chapter members to sign up to man our shifts.  We talked about shortening the shifts, especially the late night shifts, but any way we slice it - we have 60 hours to cover.  Right now, we are using ten 6-hour shifts.  We discussed other options for generating money into the Chapter, including the idea of dues, but most of those options involved even greater time commitments than our coffee stop programs.
Sid reminded us all that our purpose linked to motorcycle riding and our charity is not our primary mission.   There were a lot of positive feedback from members about Sid's input.  Ultimately, we voted to stay with our March coffee stop schedule and then to sign up for just one weekend in 2014 (those books have just opened) because 2013 is all booked.  If we do just one weekend a year, the group felt it was do-able.

Jerry will send the schedule out for folks to sign up for shifts.  

Jerry passed out our Chapter 323 ride schedule.  I have attached an electronic copy.  Our first overnighter is at The Dalles OR over Memorial weekend in May.  Jerry told us he added the Cottage Grove OR Bike Fest sponsored by STAR Chapter 339.  This is the eighth year for their event.  For those riding down as with 'the group', we would leave on Friday and come home on Sunday.  It is too far (250 miles) to do in one day or even with only one night.  The event is all day on Saturday.  With a show of hands, it looked like there was enough interest to make this an event for this year.  The Cottage Grove bike fest website is at http://www.star339.com/bikefest.htm
STAR Days in Reno is July 17th - 20th.  Registration is open and several have already registered.  The event is being held at the Nugget in Sparks and the Nugget has set aside enough rooms so everyone can stay in the event center.  In order to book your room, you need to first register for STAR Days.  Go to http://www.stardays.org/  

Jerry said he would get the ride plan out soon.  We will probably leave Saturday morning and spend two nights on the way down.  So, when you register show you are checking in on Monday afternoon.  
Bonnie handed out the Polar Bear patches or year rockers for all of the brave souls who rode for 60 minutes or more between January 1st and January 15th.
Brent asked if there had been any announcement for a 2012 NW STAR BQ.  Jerry said nothing has come out officially.  Various members have heard Salem and Boise.  Jerry said he would check.
Jerry said that he has an Orcas Island overnighter on the schedule for August.  We are still thinking about whether to make it Orcas or Friday Harbor on San Juan Island.  Jerry will update the ride schedule as plans get finalized.

Then (drum roll, please), Jerry brought up September.  Jerry does have an overnighter for September - it is still open for North Cascades/Winthrop, or Republic or Forks.  Lorraine is strongly advocating for NOT Forks.

Finally, our annual Christmas party is on the schedule for December 15th.  At this time, Jerry doesn't have a volunteer for the Christmas party but there is still plenty of time until then.  If you are interested in taking it on, contact Jerry.
As a final reminder from Jerry, there is a mid-month meet-up scheduled for this month at the River's Edge on February 18th.  Jerry will send out the directions and times.
Jerry has also agreed to send out e-mails each month with our highlights/plans for the month.  

ROUND ROBIN
Pam said Chapter 350 has planned a night ride around Mt. Rainier.  This is an annual event for 350 but this year they are scattering the ashes of Steve Patrick.  Steve was the founding president of Chapter 350 and he passed away recently.  Steve's wife, Becky, will be riding along and will bring Steve's ashes.

May 19th is Chapter 350's ride to the Old Soldiers' Home in Orting.  Jerry did say that the route and/or meet up point will be changed this year.  He will get us more information.
Jerry also reminded us all that Chapter 350 has moved their meetings from RMC to Hinshaw in Auburn.  RMC closed in December.

Pam announced that Chapter 350 will host their second annual chili cook-off in November.  Pam will send us more information about the event.
Kathi won the 50/50 for $53.  
David adjourned the meeting.    

Respectfully submitted,

Corki Hirsch, Secretary Chapter 323
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