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January 7, 2012
We had a nice turnout for our first 2012 meeting, especially since this is the 'reading' of the national charter and our by-laws meeting.  As I told David, the only thing I have encountered that was quite this painful was when our son took a class titled 'The Bible as literature'.  Don't get me wrong - the Bible is the Bible but it sure wasn't written by Stephen King or John Grisham.  Guess I better speed this up or you may throw our minutes into the same category as the Charter.
David started out our meeting reminding everyone that we had a boatload of stuff to do - reading, ride waivers, introduction of new officers.  Speaking of which, our new officers are:


President - David Hammond


Vice President - Jerry Carter


Secretary - Corki Hirsch


Treasurer - Bonnie Carter


Sergeant At Arms - Craig McNamee


Vet Representative - Joe Picanco


LOS Representative - Julie Yonkers


Historian - Kathi Picanco


Safety - Lance Yonkers


Webmaster - Kim McNamee

David called for any additions or changes to the November and the December 2011 minutes.  There were none so Bonnie made the motion to accept them as sent out and Julie seconded it.  The motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS

I read a nice card sent to us from Behavior Health Resources in Lacey.  Members individually adopted 9 children (aged 5 to 16 years) from 3 families with single mothers.  Well, we did it again - we really wow'd the families and BHR.  Every child got a couple of their 'wishes' along with clothing or shoes.  We also gave to the Moms and then at the Chapter level we gave each family a grocery Gift Card.  BHR put together a very nice write up to put in the newsletter.  We really did make a difference for these families and showed them people do care.  
David gave a special thanks to Gary and his officers for their leadership over the past two years.

NEW BUSINESS

Then, we got the bad news.  It was time to start the 'reading'.  But, David did get word from Steve and Lisa Capuano, our SW Washington Ambassadors, that we won't be reading the entire Charter in the future - only the changes.  This Charter includes an auto-renew clause for future years.  
A special thanks for all of our readers:  Lance, Lorraine, Joe, Sid, Jerry, Julie, and Karl.  I hope I didn't zone out and forget anyone.
David announced an officers meeting at his house at 5 pm on January 14th.  It is not a closed meeting.  If you plan to attend, let Lorraine or David know.
OFFICERS REPORTS

Treasurer Bonnie reported we are starting the new year with $657.55. She does have patches on order but we haven't been billed yet.

VP Jerry reminded us there are only two ways we current replenish our treasury - our 50/50 drawings at our Chapter meetings and our coffee rest stop programs.  The coffee rest stops have been our biggest source for funds.  Our next coffee rest stop weekend is coming up soon - January 21st to 23rd.  We still have one shift that is open - 8 pm to 2 am on Sunday/Monday.  If you are interested (or even willing), please let Jerry know you will take this shift.  [Note:  We have another coffee rest stop in March.]
I let everyone know that I just sent an e-mail to our newer members asking for their birth date (months and day) because our LOS Julie is taking over the sunshine job - sending out birthday cards and other recognition.  
Historian Kathi talked to us about producing a 'book' each year rather than an album.  Kathi will have the software to make Creative Memories digital books so the books would cost us about $60 per year.  Corki spoke in support of the idea - if we covered the cost of printing the pictures plus the album and pages then we would spend at least $60 per year.  She will come to our next meeting with a recommendation for us. 
LOS Julie gave a special thanks to Amy from all of us ladies of Star for the neat events she planned for us in the last couple of years.  Julie also reminded us that she is a northern gal (Federal Way) so she needs ideas of things we want do in our local stomping grounds or we may be going north more often.  Kathi did suggest we have a Bunco day - she is willing to host and has everything we need.  Julie did tell Gary 'no' he couldn't make any suggestions.  I put Julie's e-mail below so send your suggestions to her.
Julie also asked everyone to give her their current mileage reading (bike) - she is planning some recognition-type of awards for our Christmas party next year.  So if you missed the meeting or didn't get with Julie at the meeting, her e-mail address is julieyonkers@comcast.net.  Send her a note with your current mileage - and, we know it isn't 75 miles.  She also mentioned the idea of a 4-corner recognition.  We are still working on this one.

Webmaster Kim talked to us about our current web-building software.  It is difficult to use if you aren't a programmer.  Kim is looking into a couple of other possibilities - Dreamweaver and Intuit - are much more user friendly.  Kim and Jerry are looking into our hosting.  We are currently paying about $80 per year for hosting.  Sheli made a motion and Karl seconded it to give Kim the authority to move our website to another host as long as it is a breakeven cost-wise.  Jerry and Kim are going to try talking to our first webmaster, Rob, to see if they can get more clarification and understanding.  David (well, actually Lorraine) will send Kim the STAR webpage guidelines but we know our current webpage meets the guidelines because it was approved by STAR.

VP Jerry said he has gotten a few responses to his list of suggestions/ideas for 1) after meeting rides; 2) Saturday (full day) rides; and, 3) overnight rides.  He hasn't really gotten enough input to put together our 2012 ride schedule.  So, please get back to Jerry very soon with your 'votes'.
Safety Lance is getting the motorcycle safety DVD/program materials from former Safety Fred.

In regards to the broad topic of 'pictures', we need your 2011 pictures for Historian Kathi, Webmaster Kim, and Lance who maintains/updates the video picture frame at the dealership and has produced wonderful 'year in review' DVDs for Chapter 323 members in the past.  Many of us have asked to do the DVD's again but Lance needs pictures to do it.  Send your pictures in digital format.  Kathi is picancoj@hotmail.com; Kim is betterchoicestoday@gmail.com; and, Lance is lanceyonkers@comcast.net
Bonnie is going to update our 'pocket' cell phone cards.  I will send out an e-mail asking everyone to review and correct or update their cell phone numbers.  We may need to omit some of infrequent riders because of limited space.  Please respond when the e-mail comes out.  I will also ask you to update your primary telephone and contact information listing.
Safety Lance reminded everyone to thoroughly check their bikes before riding for the first time this year.  Bikes have been sitting.  He also said to keep in mind the condition of roads may have changed over the winter as we have more traffic with studded tires.  Ride safe.
DEALERSHIP REPORT

There was no report from the dealer this month.

ROUND ROBIN
Red won the 50/50 for $45.  I think he was smirking.  
David adjourned the meeting.    

Respectfully submitted,

Corki Hirsch, Secretary Chapter 323
Gary led a small group on an hour-long Polar Bear run following the meeting.
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